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The Belt and Road Initiative and the
Geopolitics of the South Pacific

David Morris ”

Abstract: The Belt and Road Initiative has become associated with a
geopolitical “ China threat” discourse in the South Pacific. Are China and
Australia, the dominant regional player in the South Pacific, driven by
geopolitical imperatives to compete for power or do their difterent geopolitical
needs provide opportunity for cooperation that is mutually beneficial and
manages risks in the region? Supposed Chinese “threats” as well as risks to
China are examined, including fears of a military base in Vanuatu , Chinese
debt-funded projects in Tonga and closer economic cooperation with Papua
New Guinea. A geopolitical analysis concludes that it is feasible for Australia to
meet its geopolitical imperatives if its regional security leadership can be
maintained. A geopolitical analysis of China in the South Pacific concludes that
China is unlikely to seek regional security leadership if it can ensure access to
trade routes and markets. If Australia could move beyond geopolitical rhetoric,
it should therefore be possible for Australia to partner with China to support

sustainable development, mitigate risks and ensure broader stability of the

% David Morris is Vice President of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific Sustainable Business Network and Academic Adviser, Research Center for Pacific Island

Countries, Liaocheng University.
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South Pacific region.
Keywords: Geopolitics; China; Pacific Islands; Australia; Belt and

Road Initiative

China’s new program for inter-regional economic connectivity, the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), will develop new trade routes and production
chains linking developing world economies with the giant Chinese market. In
recent years, “China threat” discourse is becoming dominant in the English-
speaking narratives about the BRI and that has been particularly prevalent in
the South Pacific. At the same time, most Pacific island countries have signed
up to participate in the BRI. The rise of China will certainly be disruptive to
existing power relativities, strengthening China’s geopolitical position as the
hub for diversified land and maritime trade routes including the South
Pacific. The question explored in this paper is whether China and Australia,
the dominant regional players, are driven by geopolitical imperatives to
compete for power in a high-risk game, or they do their geopolitical
constraints which means they can find a formula for cooperation that is
mutually beneficial and can manage risks in the region.

The BRI promises to develop a wider range of trade connections across
land and sea, further internationalizing the Chinese currency and Chinese
corporations, as well as further globalizing the Chinese economy. Through
investing in local infrastructure and connectivity along the new trade corridors,
the BRI offers to integrate developing economies further into global supply
chains. As Chinese industry upgrades to higher value production, it can be
expected that many developing world countries on the Belt and Road will take
their place as suppliers of lower value products. The initiative may reduce
China’s dependence on traditional trading partners and therefore over time signal

a shift in Chinese outward investment away from traditional destinations such as
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the United States (U.S. ) and Australia towards developing BRI partners,
which are enjoying the fastest growth in Chinese investment. VIf successful ,
the BRI may therefore reshape global trade.

Depending on ideological predisposition, the audacity of this initiative
from a rising power represents on the one hand a huge contribution to the
public good that could be contrasted with the colonialism and plunder of
former rising powers or, on the other hand, a geopolitical play to trap the
developing world into debt relationships and domination by Chinese state and
business interests. As China’s relative power grows and given the nature of the
Chinese Party State, inevitably those nations whose relative power is declining
will perceive the disruption as a geopolitical threat.

The primacy of geopolitics was evident at the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) leaders meeting in Port Moresby in November 2018. U. S.
Vice President Pence confronted China with rejection of a so-called “constraining

belt” and “one-way road”, claiming the terms of Chinese assistance were

“opaque”, “unsustainable and poor quality”, “threatening the sovereignty of
small nations”. At the same time, Pence announced the U.S. would partner
with Australia in upgrading a military base on the Papua New Guinea island of
Manus, at Lombrum, a port that China had reportedly offered to help
upgrade. @Australia also announced that it would establish a U. S. $ 1.5 billion
infrastructure financing facility for the Pacific Islands, including Papua New
Guinea, in cooperation with Japan and other countries, as a clear counter-

balance to Chinese infrastructure finance. The stage was set for Great Power

competition in the South Pacific. Must it be so?

@O MOFCOM Department of Outward Investment and Economic Cooperation Comments on China’s Outward
Investment and Cooperation in 2018, January 17, 2019, http: //english. mofcom. gov. cn/article/
newsrelease/ policyreleasing/201901,20190102829745. shtml.

@ Murphy, K., “America to Partner with Australia to Develop Naval Base on Manus Island” , The
Guardian, November 18, 2018. Medcalf, R., “2018 APEC Summit Possible Turning Point for

China’s Powerplay in the Pacific”, Australian Financial Review, November 18, 2018.
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After decades of constructive engagement with China, the mood in the
West has soured. Following the shock of deep economic recession and its
lasting impacts since 2008, with the subsequent rise of populist leadership,
the U. S. has flipped to strategic competition with China. That was first
manifested in the 2017 U. S. National Security Strategy and 2018 Defense
Strategy. Its second manifestation was in the Trump Administration’s “ trade
war” tariffs which observers believe is part of a U. S. strategy to de-link its
economy from dependence on China and to prevent Chinese dominance of
new communications and artificial intelligence technology, which are likely
to be the critical platforms for the “fourth industrial revolution” . This shift
to strategic competition is unlikely to be a temporary phenomenon, as U. S.
relative power diminishes over time from the unique unipolar after the end of
the Cold War, and as China’s relative power increases.

The changed geopolitical climate has had an impact in the leading power
of the South Pacific region, Australia. Despite being one of the most
economically integrated advanced economies with China, Australian discourse
changed in recent years under a minority conservative government to a “China
panic” over foreign political donations ( allowed under Australian law ) and
supposed “foreign influence” operations. Australia began to push back against
Chinese finance and investment in its region. A far right member of the
government lashed out at Chinese “roads going nowhere” in an attempt to
paint Chinese aid as overbearing and misallocated in order to gain political
influence. The move backfired on the Australian Government, as it was
followed by a series of blunders in which Australian ministers appeared
condescending or dismissive of the Pacific, with the comments widely

interpreted as attacking the decision makers of the Pacific who had solicited

@ Graue, C., and Dzedzic, S., “Federal Minister Concetta Fierravanti-Wells Accuses China of

Funding ‘ Roads that go nowhere’ in Pacific”, ABC Pacific Beat, January 10, 2018.
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Chinese support for key infrastructure. Nevertheless, the BRI has been
increasingly discussed in negative terms in the region, consistent with global
English language discourse.

The geopolitical narrative that has developed in the West in recent years
describes the BRI as a grand strategy for maritime and land route domination
by China, using subsidized finance and disproportionate scale to develop
infrastructure and relationships across vast swathes of the world to impose its
will, including for future potential projection of military power. The narrative
goes that China is trapping developing nations in debt that will be impossible to
repay, laying the groundwork for Chinese economic and political domination
and potential seizure of strategic assets. VThis narrative has developed at the
same time as China has been militarizing islands in the South China Sea,
tightening its grip on internal security and sharpening its rhetoric on
unification with Taiwan. It is therefore understandable that geopolitical
analysts may conflate a range of Chinese behaviours, combined with the
Chinese Party State, with the BRI to construct a “ China threat” to the
global order. But before drawing any conclusions about the Chinese
Government’s long term aims, it is important to investigate both the
geopolitical imperatives as well as the limits on China’s current and potential
“hard power” reach.

China is a rising power, but it is a constrained power. Unlike the
British Empire or the U. S. before it, China does not and cannot enjoy
dominance of the sea and is surrounded by strategic rivals. To grow and
prosper, China must trade with the world, both to import resources and
other goods for its huge domestic market as well as to export goods to the

world. To do so, it must have access to maritime trade routes. Yet the global

@O Hart, M., and Johnson, B., “Mapping China’s Global Governance Ambitions”, February 28,
2019, hitps: //www. americanprogress. org/issues/ security/ reports/2019/02/28/466768/ mapping —

chinas — global — governance — ambitions/.
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and regional hegemon, the U. S. , with hundreds of bases around the world
including across the Pacific, has the capacity to interdict China’s trade. China
therefore has a geopolitical imperative to expand its options, by developing
new sea trade routes, as well as new land routes that will bring the added
benefit of strengthening links to resource-rich Central Asia by developing and
potentially stabilizing China’s troubled Western regions. The scale of the
Chinese economy allows it to simultaneously develop new trade routes in all
directions, including to Southeast Asia, South Asia and beyond to the South
Pacific.

The rise of China will certainly disrupt existing power relativities,
strengthening China’s geopolitical position. Based on the historical experience
of previous rising powers, it is therefore understandable that observers expect
with the development of new trade routes, will come demands to keep them
secure by building bases and other platforms for the Chinese military to defend
its economic interests and to protect its people overseas. Ever since the U. S.
adopted the posture of strategic competition with China, stories have appeared
in media across the world that China is planning future military bases along the
Belt and Road.

Will The Belt and Road projects be followed by military bases? China
emphatically says no. President Xi Jinping has repeatedly claimed China does not
seek to be another hegemonic power. To date, China has only one overseas
base, in Djibouti, which sits alongside a U. S. base and functions as a logistical
and supply facility for Chinese peacekeeping forces ( China is now the leading
contributor of forces to United Nations peacekeeping operations) . A useful
case study of the Western narrative is the “China panic” about Luganville Wharf
in Vanuatu.

In 2018, chatter in tiny Vanuatu, an impoverished nation in the South
Pacific, led Australian intelligence to leak to the media that China was

considering establishing a base there. The claim was swiftly denied by the
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Vanuatu Government. PChinese concessional finance had supported Shanghai
Construction Company to build a new wharf at Luganville, which both the
Government and local business welcomed as important infrastructure that could
host simultaneous visiting cruise ships and container ships, supporting economic
development on the resource-rich island of Espiritu Santo. The project was
delivered on time and on budget but soon after the Australian media began to
discuss it as a geopolitical threat. In the absence of access to confidential intelligence
reports which may not become available for decades, the claim that China was
planning a military base in non-aligned Vanuatu appear wholly unbelievable and
might best be understood as more related to domestic Australian politics,
consistent with media stories in previous decades that generated “Libya panic” and
“Russia panic” about feared military bases in the South Pacific. @

Western commentators Lee construct a geopolitical “debt trap” narrative,
in which the debt burden of countries such as Vanuatu and Tonga ( discussed
below) makes them client states of China, and that will over time amass
political leverage through its firms’ control of international supply lines. ®This
appears too simplistic, however, given the complexity of each BRI project
and the multiple actors involved. Zhang notes the importance of agency on the
part of governments that engage with China. ¥Not enough attention is being
paid in the dominant narrative to the agency being exercised by the
governments of independent nation states, with all the emphasis on the
asymmetrical power of China’s bilateral relationships.

From a Chinese (and a developing nation) perspective, it could be

@ Wroe, D., “Vanuatu PM Defends China Deals but Vows to Oppose any New Foreign Military
Base”, Sydney Morning Herald, April 13, 2018.

Gyngell, A., Fear of Abandonment: Australia in the World Since 1942, La Trobe University
Press, Melbourne, 2017.

Lee, J., “China’s Trojan Ports”, The American Interest, 14 (4), November 2018.

Zhang, H., “Beyond ‘Debt-Trap Diplomacy’: The Dissemination of PRC State Capitalism” ,
China Brief, 19 (1), The Jamestown Foundation, January 5, 2019.

®

® @
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posited that the BRI may be a stabilizing geopolitical force, aiding
development and greater economic cooperation between the nations along its
trade routes. On the other hand, China’s power may be exaggerated and
China itself may find itself and its interests caught in the middle of conflicts and
disputes along new maritime trade routes which raise serious risks for BRI
investments. Pacific island countries contain rivalries and internal divisions and
China and local Chinese business communities could conceivably become the
targets of alienated populations in the future, as has happened in the past. The
geopolitical stakes, both risks and opportunities, are therefore particularly
high for China as well as for the region.

Further, what if the debtor countries default? Some of the countries
included in the BRI now have high levels of indebtedness to Chinese
institutions. Others do not. China itself is exhibiting high levels of debt after a
decade of expansionary policies. This is a new risk environment in which
developing countries may be ill-prepared if a new global financial shock occurs
in the short to medium term. These are risks that are less to do with the BRI
itself than macro-economic policies in an uncertain international economic
environment, but is relevant to the geopolitical analysis in cases in which
countries have a high debt dependency on China.

It might reasonably be assumed that debtor countries seeking to renegotiate
debt terms with Chinese financial institutions risk negotiating from a position of
weakness. Yet an examination of the experience to date is that a number of debtor
countries have been able to achieve rescheduling of debt or even conversion of
debt to grant aid. Tonga, which became highly indebted after taking out two
concessional infrastructure loans, convinced China to defer repayments for a

further five years beyond its initial five-year grace period. VIn most cases, China

@D Dornan, M. and Brant, P., “Chinese Assistance in the Pacific; Agency, Effectiveness and the
Role of Pacific Island Governments” , Asia & the Pacific Policy Studies, 1 (2), June 2014.
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has tended to offer a grace period of five to seven years before repayment
periods of fifteen to twenty years begin, typically at two to three per cent
interest. Pacific island countries evidently welcome Chinese finance, in
particular its generally lighter conditionality than finance from the traditional
international financial institutions and traditional donors. Vanuatu Foreign
Minister Ralph Regenvanu echoed a common refrain amongst developing
nations when he referred to China’s “less stringent processes for getting large
infrastructure projects implemented”. ©

Beyond debt, there are other areas of risk for China that BRI projects
will be poorly planned or implemented and that this will be interpreted
through the geopolitical lens. The Belt and Road includes many high-risk
operating environments which are characterized by poor local governance,
inadequate security, inconsistent rule of law, lack of policy and project
coordination capacity, inadequate infrastructure and labour skills, amongst
other risks, all of which are challenges for successtul project implementation
and outcomes. Regardless of the BRI, there are environments in which
corruption and clientelism, opaque and conflicting state and stakeholder
interests, political instability and even threat of conflict and law and order
problems may exist. Investing in states without strong institutions and good
governance is both a risk and a calculated opportunity, given Chinese
confidence in their own model of development.

Like other major powers, China has a global network of embassies
actively gathering information to better understand the economic operating
environment in each country. Following collection of such information,
government to government agreements are negotiated to determine the BRI

projects for which the host government is seeking finance. In theory, these are

@D Regenvanu, R., “Keynote Address to ‘The China Alternative’ Symposium”, Vanuatu Daily
Post, March 2, 2019.
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aligned with the national development plans of the host countries and local
governments might be expected to collaborate with Chinese partners to reduce
country risks.

In practice, major country risks are difficult to mitigate. Adaptation to
local conditions is more likely, with all of its attendant risks of corruption,
poor project implementation and outcomes. These will vary however by
country. Dornan and Brant demonstrate, through a comparison of Pacific
Island countries, the difference in project outcomes as a result of the diversity
in governance. ¥ In Tonga, two Exim Bank loans were negotiated directly by
government ministers and experts, and government agency advice was either
ignored or not sought. A substantial component of Tonga’s first loan, provided
to fund rebuilding the capital’s downtown district following riots in 2006, was
diverted to build a wharf and a palace extension for the king. The relevant
government agency was unable to enforce its preferred Australian construction
standards on a road project funded by the second loan. By contrast, in Samoa, no
such concerns about quality or outcomes from Chinese-financed projects have been
noted, which Dornan and Brant ascribe to a well-functioning system of
transparent processes for decision making including sector plans, development
partner meetings and Samoan Government coordination committees chaired by the
Prime Minister and involving key agencies including the Ministry of Finance, as
well as representatives of the private sector and civil society.

Corruption risks also vary across different operating environments. While
the Chinese Government has embarked in recent years on a highly visible anti-
corruption drive, it is difficult to demonstrate whether corruption risks are
being successfully managed in BRI projects. The high cost of many projects

would appear to indicate that corruption remains widespread. Anecdotal

@O Dornan, M. & Brant, P., “Chinese Assistance in the Pacific; Agency, Effectiveness and the
Role of Pacific Island Governments” , Asia & the Pacific Policy Studies, 1 (2), June 2014.
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discussion suggests that where projects are renegotiated after changes of
ministers or of governments, that corruption is being recycled and the
Chinese companies are being extorted repeatedly in some instances, although
it is impossible to find such evidence on the public record.

Further, poor environmental governance by nations hosting BRI projects
poses an increasing risk, as international civil society organisations publicise
environmental problems and blame the firms involved ( which are sometimes a
softer target than host governments, which are less likely to respond) . The
Bank of China has faced widespread international protests over its funding of
the Batang Toru Dam in Indonesia, which it is claimed will eliminate habitat
for the endangered orang utan. VIt is quite possible that active civil society
organisations in the South Pacific will also target Chinese firms if
environmental problems arise from BRI projects.

The most strategically important Pacific island country is the Independent
State of Papua New Guinea, which is rich in resources including maritime
resources. There are deep and abiding links to its southern neighbour,
Australia, which was given the mandate by the League of Nations after World
War One to act as colonial power and to bring Papua New Guinea to
independence. The two countries have strong economic and strategic
ties. Australia played a leading role in Papua New Guinea’s early resources
projects, is the leading contributor of aid and no doubt will continue to be an
important partner to Papua New Guinea.

Once a strategically vital buffer between South East Asia and Australia and
the site of key World War Two battles, Papua New Guinea was neglected in
geopolitical discourse in recent decades, while the world’s attention

(including Australia’s) was focused in the Middle East and other conflict

@O Chan, M., “China’s Institutions and Banks Need Help from the World’s Civil Society to Ensure

the Belt and Road Initiative Remains Green” , South China Morning Post, March 10, 2019.
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zones. In 2018, however, Papua New Guinea returned to international
prominence as the host of APEC for the first time, providing a platform for a
developing geopolitical contest between the China and the U.S., with
Australia also swept along in the new narrative of strategic competition.

In the meantime, Papua New Guinea and the Pacific are continuing to
build closer economic relationships with China. Over the last decade, China
has overtaken the U. S. to become the second biggest aid donor in the Pacific,
after Australia. Its businesses are active across the region on aid-funded projects
and seeking out business opportunities.

This new wave of Chinese activity builds on earlier waves of Chinese
presence in the Pacific. Chinese communities have built links to the region
over centuries. First, relatively small numbers travelled out from South China
and settled across Oceania, developing trading and retail businesses. In the last
decade or so, as the Chinese Government adopted its “go global” economic
strategy, large state-owned enterprises invested in major resource industries in
Papua New Guinea and trade has increased with a number of Pacific island
countries, particularly in resources, fish products and timber. At the same
time, the Chinese Government has extended concessional loans to the
developing countries of the region and has supported the construction of vital
infrastructure, and education and capacity building support. The third wave is
just beginning, as emerging private sector businesses from China look for
more diversified opportunities across the region and as China’s outbound
tourism grows.

It is difficult to ascertain how Papua New Guinea interprets the recent
geopolitical turn. In the midst of the heightened geopolitical atmosphere, Papua
New Guinea appears to have no grand strategy. With a weak state infrastructure,
Papua New Guinea governments tend to engage with external powers on a
transactional basis. Indeed, domestic politics as well is highly transactional,

combining an Australian-designed system of democracy with local cultural
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characteristics that often require each chief or “big man” to purchase support
regularly from his constituency or to face rapid replacement. Despite the appearance
of a deliberative parliamentary system, decisions tend to reflect negotiated
transactional benefits for a shifting majority of lawmakers.

In foreign policy making, a small elite group of political and bureaucratic
leaders exercise leadership, with no established processes of broader
consultation, based on transactional benefits to the leadership group. PIt is in
this context that Papua New Guinea’s relationship with China has been
developed. In 2014, China and Papua New Guinea established a strategic
partnership. Two years later, the two countries signed several cooperation
documents including a framework agreement on development cooperation on
production capacity. During Prime Minister O’Neill’s visit to Beijing in 2018,
the relationship was upgraded to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership,
Papua New Guinea signed up to the BRI and agreement was reached to begin
work on joint feasibility study for a Free Trade Agreement.

It appears none of this until recently has been viewed through a
geopolitical lens in Papua New Guinea. Prime Minister O’Neill was quoted as
insisting “we are not very interested in geopolitics, we are very interested in
doing business with everyone” in the lead up to APEC. @Yet at the same time
Papua New Guinea was negotiating with Australia for the first foreign military
base on its territory since independence. While Papua New Guinea leaders
might dissemble, the Manus military base announcement demonstrates that
Papua New Guinea is undeniably within Australia’s sphere of influence and
understandably so. In this situation, the apparent competition between

Australia and China for influence in Papua New Guinea becomes an important

@® Kaiku, P., “Papua New Guinea’s Foreign Relations in the Era of Sino-American Rivalry”, The
Strategist, Australian Strategic Policy Institute, December 19, 2018.

@ Whiting, N., “PNG Offers to Play Peacemaker between Australia and China at APEC”, ABC
News, November 15, 2018.
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part of the context of understanding the geopolitics of the region.

Indeed, a closer investigation of the geopolitical imperatives of Australia
and China is necessary to understand whether it is or is not inevitable that the
two nations must engage in a great contest in the South Pacific, with Papua
New Guinea (and the smaller island countries) caught in between.

Australia’s first geopolitical imperative, as the continent at the end of the
South East Asian archipelago, is to maintain a stable balance in East Asia, on
which it depends for its security and prosperity. Yet Australia as a middle
power cannot alone ensure the security of the broader region. It therefore
must work with partners to sustain regional stability and free trade and its
traditional partner has been the U. S. The rise of China, while enormously
benefiting Australia economically, is naturally disrupting the strategic
balance. Therefore Australia will need reassurance from China that its rise will
strengthen regional stability and free trade.

Australia’s second geopolitical imperative is to sustain its alliance with the
U.S. and encourage active U.S. engagement in preserving the strategic
balance, regionally and globally, underpinning free trade and the global rules-
based order. Here, Australia is anxious. Not only has the U. S. flipped from
four decades of constructive engagement with China to strategic competition,
but it has also turned populist and, under President Trump, begun to actina
manner that is dismissive of free trade and the global rules-based order from
which Australia has benefited so strongly. Australia will not abandon the
alliance that has underpinned its security for the entire post-war era. Australia
will, however, need to focus on its national interests first and foremost, in
particular in its immediate region.

Australia’s third geopolitical imperative ( third only because it becomes of
critical importance if either of the first two fail) is to secure the Australian
continent and its approaches, through high population growth, defence self-

reliance and maintaining stability in the South Pacific. Australia maintains



The Belt and Road Initiative and the Geopolitics of the South Pacific 17

defence superiority in its immediate region, is growing in population and has
the wealth to build greater self-reliance to defend itself. But it has neglected the
South Pacific for two decades, a region with weak governance, aid-
dependent economies and facing an existential challenge from climate
change. Geopolitical commentary about China’s presence in the South Pacific
is adding to Australian anxiety.

There is nothing preventing Australia, with its abundant assets and good
governance, from developing a grand strategy to meet its geopolitical
imperatives. Australia has a strong track record of middle power leadership,
building coalitions to shape its regional environment and to encourage major
powers into cooperation, for example, APEC. Australia is highly likely to be at
the table as an active participant if the East Asian region develops a future grand
bargain, or concert of powers, to ensure stability and prosperity. Australia’s
alliance with the U. S. also brings it broader influence and strategic depth, as long
as the U. S. remains focused on sustaining the balance in Asia. And Australia can
certainly show more leadership in the South Pacific.

Yet Australia has suffered from a high turnover of leaders and a lack of
strategic focus and policy continuity for a decade. Its current government, which
surprised almost all observers to be narrowly re-elected in 2019, has fallen back
onto old habits of whipping up geopolitical panic for political purposes.

It is therefore important to separate the real issues from the day to day
politics. Firstly, Australia will want to ensure that its military remains the
predominant force in the South Pacific region and that any critical
infrastructure is secure from foreign control. This is reasonable and, despite
the media hyperbole, does not have to be interpreted as a contest with
China. Both sides of politics in Australia have signaled a desire for increased
leadership in the region and China could contribute to regional stability by
signaling its acceptance of Australia’s leadership in the South Pacific.

Secondly, it is in Australia’s interests, as much as those of the Pacific
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island countries, to encourage sustainable development across the South
Pacific region. China can be a partner here, as it has been for Australia in its
massive economic expansion over recent decades. This is where Australia could
change its language from the combative tone of recent months to signal its
acceptance of China’s legitimate role as economic partner in the region.

It is necessary to also examine China’s strategic imperatives to understand
whether China is intent on strategic control of the waters around the Australian
continent and therefore heading to confrontation in the South Pacific.

China’s first geopolitical imperative is to ensure the stability and security
of its nation, a vast and complex country which retains deep economic and
other imbalances. That is why China’s focus is much more domestic than
global, unlike the traditional great powers of recent centuries that sought
foreign territories to control.

China’s second geopolitical imperative is to ensure access to land and
maritime trade routes, as China continues to develop its economy and to build
its trade and investment links to diverse partners across the world. This includes
maintaining economic cooperation with the great global markets of Europe,
North America and Asia, as well as developing new integration with
developing economies along The Belt and Road, including the South Pacific.

China’s third geopolitical imperative (most critical if the first two fail) is
to find a new global balance including in Asia. At present, China’s interests are
well served by the global rules-based order, which has allowed it to rise and to
prosper from open world markets. China is investing in larger and more
modern military forces but is surrounded by strategic competitors, which
constrains China from becoming a regional or global hegemon as previous great
powers sought to be. China is likely to seek greater global and regional
influence, including deeper and broader economic links, but appears unlikely
to be the military threat to distant nations that geopolitical commentators fear.

So, the question 1s whether both Australia and China need to be wary of
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each other in the South Pacific, or they might be able to cooperate. Australia
does have an overarching security imperative in the South Pacific, while
China’s primary interest is economic.

Might Australia-China cooperation in the Pacific contribute to broader
regional stability and economic development that meets the geopolitical
imperatives of both countries? It seems to be at least possible, and the current
narrative of strategic competition appears to be too simplistic. There is nothing
inevitable about a contest between Australia and China in the region if both
countries focus on their national interests and, not forgetting, of course, the
interests of the sovereign governments of the Pacific.

Indeed, none of the small island nations wish to be treated like pawns in
a bigger game; all will seek at least transactional benefits from the new
attention from Australia as well as China, and all will want to keep the Pacific
a region of peace.

The South Pacific should have significant growth potential. Papua New
Guinea is resource-rich, other island nations have vast fishery resources and
could be developed for high-earning tourism if there were direct air links and
adequate local infrastructure.

Australia’s new regional infrastructure focus could be complementary to
China’s BRI in helping to realize this potential in the South Pacific. Firms from
both Australia and China bring skills and experience to address the
development needs of the region. There are political risks, to be sure, and
Australia-China cooperation could help mitigate these risks, by ensuring
projects are developed within sustainable debt repayment plans and according
to the highest standards of governance and transparency to avoid corruption
and other risks. What is fundamental to getting new infrastructure right will be
listening to the needs of the local communities and aligning new investment
with the economic development that the Pacific islands themselves want. Both

Australia and China have sometimes not listened closely enough; new
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cooperation models built in consultation with the region should help. And
Australia-China cooperation in the South Pacific could provide a good model
for how two very different nations can work together and indeed provide a
model for reduction of political risk on the Belt and Road in general.

The Pacific islands are amongst the poorest, least developed nations on
earth. They are distant from markets, sparsely populated and lacking the capacity
to find solutions to their challenges such as climate change, chronic disease and aid
dependency. At least the recent geopolitical flurry has put their region in the
spotlight. Perhaps the strategic importance of the South Pacific can help, finally,

to bring sustainable development and opportunities to its people.
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An Analysis on the Win-Win Cooperation between
China and PICs in the Context of the BRI

Yu Lei

Abstract; China’s relations with the Pacific Island Countries ( PICs)
have witnessed a rapid growth since the new century. The leaderships of China
and PICs have reached consensus on the advancement of B & R followed their
strategic partnership created in 2014 and laid solid groundwork for the
advancement of China-PICs relations. The healthy and sustained development
of China-PICs ties are based upon China’s foreign principles and the spirits of
the “community of shared future”. As well, they are driven by the aspiration
of the PICs’s governments and peoples to seeck a foreign policy of
independence and economic growth as well as a counterbalance of western
pressure. The BRI serve as a boost to the development of the “community of
shared future” and a prelude to the new development of China-PICs
relations.

Keywords: China-PICs Relations; B & R; Cooperation and Win-
Win; Community of Shared Future
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From “Going Global” Strategy to the Belt and Road
Initiative; Forty Years Friendship between

China and Pacific Island Countries

Zhao Shaofeng

Abstract: Since the establishment of diplomatic relations with Fiji in
1975, China has established formal diplomatic relations with eight Pacific

island countries (PICs) . From the “Going Global” strategy implemented in

O B, (SARFREDEIE —F—B%" PR, (PEBEER) 2018 4£11 A 29
H, %2 M,



M “EHE” B —B—1 . PESAYLEBEN+FE 47

reform and opening up period to the Belt and Road Initiative, over the past
40 years, cooperation between China and PICs has continued to advance
steadily, and a comprehensive strategic partnership of mutual respect and
common development has been reached. Cooperation is highly complementary
and beneficial to both countries and peoples. China’s official development
assistance to PICs has injected new impetus into the economic and social
development of PICs and provided new development options for the
PICs. The products and resources of PICs have entered the Chinese market to
meet the needs of China’s social development. While seeing the new era of
China’s relations with PICs, we should not lose sight of the challenges that
have emerged or are emerging from major countries and regions inside and
outside the south Pacific region, as well as the problems existing in our
cooperation with PICs.

Keywords: Pacific Island Countries; Reform and Opening Up Period;
“Going Global” Strategy; The Belt and Road Initiative
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How Did the Pacific Plan Come to the End

Text Analysis of Two Reports

Chen Xiaochen

Abstract; In the history of South Pacific Regionalism, the Pacific Plan
has played an important role, with its ending a significant dynamics, which
deserves detailed studies. This paper is a historical process-tracing research,
picking up the “Winder Report” and the “Morauta Report” in a series of
complex events, focusing on the two reports for text studies. It reveals that the
member states, particularly the Pacific Island Countries ( PICs )’
“ownership” on the Pacific Islands Forum, the PICs’ vital concerns such as
climate change, and the PICs’ prudence toward regional integration is
reflected by the two reports as the core issues, prompting the Pacific Plan
come to an end, eventually replaced by the Framework for Pacific
Regionalism, which constitutes a major change of the South Pacific
Regionalism in recent years.

Keywords: South Pacific; Regionalism; Pacific Plan; Climate
Change; Principal-Agent Model
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TE 5 RS ARG IRB TR

i, TRVEH, 2EEREEARME N ZRE™, AR HE Y i Bk
PRz —, (ARPE 77 R TR A T E R A R, Iz g
KW sE, mRAJLFRmRgRE . Ak, FBNGE AR BT A A
i, W TR AR R, AR E A R,

2. FEANFHG BIESF

RFEARAMUGERET S EEA TR, ENEZENE, FHAIEE
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WAL I BIESRTE 19 et 50 4R40, SRS A 2 5 ek 138 5 i e N\ Itk
AWK, BB S0G, Rt e NN A e, XUk
(AR T BE R T HHAE v [ 3 AR /R AN B 4 3 5 B Van Chi Tsang 7 1946
G AEGR I R BUG LTS 1. F. Nicoll 1915, IR, R0 Hidi A
N, AR B AETE RN R AT R AR (XA H
W), IFEIRZR 1855 4F, At TIH L 4 (1852) FWLRFZ& e
AR, R AR (1855) M Z I 2 3o i o 28 % 19 3 i
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EHMWEE, 201549 A5 H, EFHRFEAZRIT TR, K
e NRAE 160 JEAE, 3T R FRIFEC DRI /E A = te O T4
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@ JEEE. CREWREMLY), m RIUCEB L, 2015 45, 45380 BT,

@ g CGEFFRRARIE), (PLgET) 566 W1, il AR 45 R M, 2005 4F 12
A 1 H, hitp: //www. zsnews. cn/zt/zsqwj/2006/01/26/650895. shtml, I J& 5 [a] H ],
2019 42 10 H,



BER, BE., ZIETSEHPEXRR 79

Tetos & e P il s i STk, A AR SOk R A T R TR A R TS
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@  Chinese in Fyji. 1855 —2015, Suva, Fiji, Chinese Association of Fiji, 2016.
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RO Y R, R N BE A BRSO i S A FOR B AR
O SHEEARAG AR, AR+ EAC S IE AR MIES 1)
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MER R EDT, 1813 AF S SRS, Bk 1 5 R EIZ 5,2 Ay
Nk, FLAE 1805 AR NRITF AR 4T ©
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N R B8 BRI 28 BRI A5 S0 895 =8l

HNHEAETE I 5 — i A8, SR M35 T, B RAPEW «32
A" . PRic 4R, M 1865 4F KEEM & F B “FEfr 1.7, 2 1941 4K
I JT 44 SLLHE T AR B RSV TAE . 1898 ~ 1903 4F, il [E] A JF 4R 7
SHILPY AR EE Y 5 |k 52248 T HF AR ; 6 AT a0 I 2 s Rk i
25, JiEBERREL A FITE 1906 AETF AT R AL T,

WP BRI FEAS TR EEH A, Hdh Y
TR, T HRRFIEZEABREGEIMLX Z —, 19 22 70 4F
UG, EFTFHEmEITANLBESEET, & 1913 FOEHHET
4000 AN ; 1934 4R A KSR 1436 A, #4r4He AT 76 Y o S il @

JiAk, 20 20 ZE 20 4EAR, TR AT AL bl R B R — L fe A\ 32
2995 1., Jo PBE R UM 28 11 PR AR N3 95 T, B A5 et P A2 ik
2 1175 A A 101 R U S M T 28 Ak b, E 2 S5 R B AR A
FN “China”, FFEB WA FERSE, T ILEANFEEE ST
VT A 2

= FHPEXRRIIFR

PRI PR, aTLIEN, mT L, A0 E A SR
RIS, FYIrRAE (] 15 R B0 Tl S5 Ry, RECE BN R ILATT
HUEET

1. RYREXREAEHTMEE

HATCHT 221 AFZR UG R —P i, PE—ELERR, MhSr i) A5
TFHAARTr, SOMNERSAERZ AL, BERE, SIETRFEZH
MREGHBA TS 3, IR, SvBiiiE R A S, R

O HE: (EAPFESEEAESER. DIk 5SIAMY, (RFEFFEMR) 2014 45
114, 5570,

@ IhgE. CEFHRADIEY, HEGFER, 2006 4 1 H 30 H, hup: //www. chinaqw. com/
news/2006/0130/68/14987. shtml, )5 Vilil HIW. 2019 42 H 10 H,
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JUFLSOTIRSAT “WeAE” BOK, Z5ibh E GRS MR R, WBRAHSMERIA
PREBE TS (WITTBRAL) , TSN 1 [ SRR AR A T REE

SRTT, RV SR R E S MO E K Z M BRI 58822, Ak
R ASEREGERELE AR A T S P E RS Gz rp, g, B
FREWNGEMA LR, g, wRHhE, #3A EshkRESxIr
MR, X PP A S R A — MR

2. AREESXARFEXRREENNE

TR EPED AR AR AR, WBAEME Tk, Wik
AE P 2 [ S A G A A AR FIEEZ T AR R S D) R R

AR S D) R R ST R FE VIR, BT, PR
BRI e NS NS 2 A [ e B R e, R
M, 2T WL SR B E Y, SR R . AR ST
PEATACH, Bl P K BRI G R A R I B 2, B
FRMTE A T B, TR SR AT & Z M B RS 2, AR
Ja, HEREE A SN RO, SR 2 Xk
MEEYIah . L, RS 5 O R P 2 R E N A

3. EEAMBSHERPPEXRPHEEEEMAE

M TEEARMES R EA B2, BARM AR,
EVFHRE A AN S, NI R R PN IR R R
M, AETFR AR I ANtasE | BB R DL A R AR 3 1 BRSO K
IR, EIFARIR, SE USRS,

=

On Sandalwood, Sea Cucumber, Chinese Indentured

Labor and Early China-Fiji Relations

Lyu Guixia

Abstract: Sandalwood and sea cucumber played an extremely important
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role in the early China-Fiji relationship. It is because of the huge demand for
sandalwood and sea cucumber in ancient China that China had a connection
with Fiji and European colonists. In order to develop the plantation economy,
Western colonists introduced Chinese indentured Labor in the South Pacific
region which not only made China-Fiji relations more rich and diverse, it also
laid the foundation for the later Sino-Fiji friendly relations.

Keywords: China-Fiji Relationship; Sandalwood; Sea Cucumber;

Chinese Indentured Labor
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SAAEE - B HT - L U (Robert Louis Stevenson) 2 Hi e A ik
BT RAARETE S AU A A s S L A0 SR . 20 tHAS R, SE
NFEZE RO - IV T - A& BG4 /K (Arthur Francis Grimble) LA
K P.B. $i v #rd5 (P. B. Laxton ), X JXUEE 2 A~ 35 /R 47 55 B 5 Y
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WIS SRl I =P 4E LR, I8 AR A WSS A B R I, 9% [ A B
KEIGI - ANV - 958 ( Mary Elizabeth Lawson) 18+ 22718
IR TR LS AR ), e O TR L SR
2R — 2R G oE . BB ¥ EB L - 15 - A H8FHL (Raobeia Ken
Sigrah) Cs% T ENE Bl B P SR AREE, 75— g2 R
FETAE - FLWE - 45 AL (Katerina Martina Teaiwa) X 5 HEL [0 37 SR 15
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BB Mg SRS B Ve ZLMT R 2536, 48 P B R s i iy F
3¢, Ruoia BN /KAFRE I EMBRIRZ —, TeifedRerh 4 1724
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SERTAOLE, ALEPIEIGEE, )5 BRI RO, 7R = AKHE
(R, PSSR, MR T AL iR N R 2 A, SRS
VEBRTFSRARAONLT, WA THe5), ShfEf RRE RERG B b5 AR A 2Rk
FANE, FREFDFIC R anfEZ2, MANTHRET1522.Y Ruoia te bino FEAY F M,
ki RS AR A LR R B Ok, 1888 ~ 1889 4F, KK - H )
Hr - LR SCRMAE T RCETE, 7R 2K MARARE 5 O A B LR LI AT DL £
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B FAWHAR B S B T O SRR R T, MR
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g (ORPH) FRTAEBIBOBREE b, A8 LIS HLE A9 BRI JCRE 2 2R — 1Y
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SR SR R R IR R, 7 19 HEALHTR
PR, 5 AR, T RIAL s R AR A DU Bk
TR RALHR, A2 O T oo sl [ ik, diphng . SIS, 308,
ERERE, RO, A AR, EARMEERSE G RCR, AT L
F4 Ruoia te bino FEHEBESENT, XT T Ruoia te bino FEFIHEE HUZ BRy A (1)
ROR, SLRSORIATR . MELABAR A TR X SE 2 A T A AR Y
KEE; FHARAGAE -8, AE, T, RIS, R FIRSIGTEER; S0
BAFE HLAERR T, WO Bkah7E L e R FE A TEER 7 @

HoAth Ruoia FEHR S0 8, H P Ruoia te kamei I AT, HINEA

@O P.B. Laxton and Te Kautu Kamoriki, “ ‘ Ruoia’, A Gilbertese Dance”, Journal of the
Polynesian Society, Vol. 62, No. 1, 1953, p.58.

@ Robert Louis Stevedson, In the South Sea, ¥%45|H P. B. Laxton and Te Kautu Kamoriki, “ ‘Ruoia’,
A Gilbertese Dance”, Journal of the Polynesian Society, Vol.62, No.1, 1953, p.60,

® %5IH: P.B. Laxton and Te Kautu Kamoriki, “‘Ruoia’, A Gilbertese Dance” , Journal of the
Polynesian Society, Vol. 62, No.1, 1953, p. 64,
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@ £ P.B. Laxton and Te Kautu Kamoriki, “ ‘Ruoia’, A Gilbertese Dance” , Journal of the
Polynesian Society, Vol. 62, No.1, 1953,
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M, BFEH A 6 KM, RENEMEN, SEEHEE
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W5 1R - BREERT L Pimi ) ZARRIN, 578 EA Y
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X, SEFTFRM, HineXah 2 g, X7 TR,
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MALL T S0 v m] Qi ik HE TG S BRI IR ARSE | A3, EARSE
SRMisE, LR IR, MTFEGEATATRE, Nz ek
MR Sier, fEEEik. mon, BAGOM,; WAL S, Mg, F

@ Raobeia Ken Sigrah, Stacy M. King, Te Rii Ni Banaba-The Backbone of Banaba, Suva:
Institute of Pacific Studies, 2001, p. 86.

@ Raobeia Ken Sigrah, Stacy M. King, Te Rii Ni Banaba-The Backbone of Banaba, Suva:
Institute of Pacific Studies, 2001, p. 114.
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B TARBIMBREO I, BEAE SR SCERE ; PR SE AL LR B B Ui
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MR O, OGS RO E SR, WAk At
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—AEREEVE S QMR R, DA TR A B 0 25 ) oo AR T R
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W, fEFEARANSIHMERZIGEZ G, EEREEARAREZL—1
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TR, JROW I it = 24951 S, RIS . i, F48
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i 55 AP I MR AR S SUE RS DA SRR | e S e S
(S R FLEOHE 38 @

@ £ Arthur Francis Grimble, Return to the Islands, New York: William Morrow & Company,
1957, pp. 204 -206,
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VRO AR M, FEIB R A BRIE L |, R AR RE —
EFERNARME, Hhafiir ZRMEREE, X SR ESEE AR T A
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ALV T4, (HR T B4R 2 K 1 d A F %, LL Ruoia #E R 191,
Ruoia $EA7 /A% O RLTE, Horbian) il o8 LA e B0 55 30 1 i 9 21 2 B
Ja, FRIEFEFAEMN

PEPRHE T AYLELTF A9 . DL Ruoia #E R, Ruoia SEATE 2 H
R—ZAMER, AR, RIEF RAGIEES , XSGR T, &
W Z I ENTFIG 7 ST BRI LW — 5 % MG BIEE i, BITE R SR AR
T, I Z R, 2-E/\S A, fibh T 68 T o 24 G b 3 i AR
WY HOREE R, RO, EF A/ S E S

JEsRTE S, BREN NN E AR BB (magic) WY1, D
Ruoia g M), 52 AN EEEFR A “Karuoia” , £ e 5355 1 Ruoia
R, B S OORRE X — AR A, RS — AN R R v
FEiy, fHASHRS A )y, TERE TP RIS . Ak, WTFCTH, &
BREDARING , SRR SN S SRS R AR T M P. B. L5 S
LR BEEAGUE , W BEEATR B ok B Ras 5 Rz A s
PISCER BRA BRI R Z . LT R EEA BB A, s AL L
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JREVEANG AR S — PR T AR O BH R 5 1100 B 02 il 3 A A 2R Y o
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O, RNREIEEAE, M AR B 09T, KRG TR, XA R L
FAE T R RO, DAOHGRIBOR RS g o AR B I 0 A5 FE R
BH,  SMOBR 2 e i 1 HL 33 ) DR BH A, BRI A) DA AR AT BT 22 0 oK BH Y
Jii,

B A RATR M b R DL AR S, BRI RS = AN/ N T i

(D P.B. Laxton and Te Kautu Kamoriki, “ ‘Ruoia’, A Gilbertese Dance”, Journal of the Polynesian
Society, Vol.62, No.1, 1953, p.57.
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LEK, SR nE .

B, Bin/ RO T BRI E/ ROk LT %
MR e/ RN R R R (FREE) /R ARG EFE RS/ M
RO ERGH N/ BRIFGFFE—0, AR, HAEARE,

BT K, BERITEERE b A TR SR K Y
binobino 5¢, RIS B 2847 BRI R E RO M K AR 2 D 07 1], M 46
FERBTERITT 0, BB DS 0 B BT, ] I Sl RO A T4 1k ok —
SRRk, MiX —SIESS R, binobino 76 L E &2k %5, 7EIX —
FEHL, Al EGE .

fa, e, BE, BE/BEEKE, REEXTF/HACH
&, BREEIR/ BRACEL, BAEE /R EEN () /B
K BT M ALAR S R B A & Bt/ &,/ &/Nei Manruonako,
Nei Manruonako/ % 4 3% /£ Ruoia . #444%, 4K /2 Ruoia B89 %
R/ ERR AR, KA AL Ruoia ZHHIR/Je el Xk, ek

e,

R, MEHEES A, K BERAE RS, 2 mmik, e
—d AR, AR, [RIRHE S iR AR SEiE

Nei Manruonako, Nei Manruonako/ik € 3% 3 2% %9 Ruoia # 69 3%
3% /46 ¥ 3t K Ruoia FF 69 337 Fo kg #%/ ik € 3% 3t & Ruoia # 69 357
Fo R I/ ik € ¥ K Ruoia #F 69555 F» 5 R/ 4L € 3 # &K Ruoia #89
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HoG AR E P ey £/ LR, LRI/ R K ImASE, R
R T RGP R RO @ R T RGP R R LB P
B/ B KL B RS/ R F KRS G RIS/ R
W=, EA/REMRE, B, =, F=, B, FhE, Fx,
X, BN, B, BT/ RHBG/ ZHEY, R, RHEN, &
B,

TEFEE VT W A e L, =R 7 A K MR U 4 I o i TR 1
Wr, BOKIERZER, ZEELE G SIS oA EIROK, A H M IRKE,
SR I AR S EBROK . XA 7 s dhid b, B ImALE
FRERI L R IROK B BES A C, X RAEZE X8R 09 B AR R Bk
%, R IPIAR JE i Nei Manruonako, #7>R il (435 By,

BRI TR EMOR, BRI EE A K, X =4
binobino & MG HT AR LA T A IR 5 te moimoto i B AE S5 T, v B2 Atk
N Z AR B R B A, B R A

FVUAITIE “Ruoia ZAK7, BEEKE A T, (E5 LIRIKTT
AR, RIS ATTERE R IR A B 551 o BERR IR A4 SO 5~ i DL e ]
NGETIE, ARIFE, H—RRA-LEITRIBRA “kangeri” I T7E
B =K, B — KBS AR ER IR -

ok, Bwere, Wiaki #= Tongo-tongo/#& 11 4% & 2| iX 2 v&/uk
Bwere, Wiaki #= Tongo-tongo/ AL R B/ TRAL 254 Ruoia FF 49 b
o/ RAR A48 Ruoia F 6945 7/ RALE M R B/ AL 44k Ruoia FE 69 £
4/Bwere, Wiaki #= Tongo-tongo/ & "e

FEE S T OB AT, SXFRN “ Ruoia Z K", MIBIEE, Bwere,
Wiaki Fl1 Tongo-tongo J& =3/ A1 B4 B O M4 O BREE 2, ORI+~ D
JREVE T B sy DABISARS 458 114 e v 1) LB ) R BHAAIRAS 2o 1 A s Tt g
MIRLAR, FRE A SALBREE SR ), B 0E T AR R DL AR 75 BRI K
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MBI, BERVA A

EEIAERR ERHPY T IR . Ruoia ZIK” ZJA, BRI
% kangeri ME, FPIEMCIEMR T L, A FAEMCE T, TR AT, 8
l6] RIRRE SNSRI R A S, DR A LS5

BB T KRB/ A HREFRFTE NI/ BAVB Rty Rk A Fo
Ruoia #6945 L3075/ IR 2.9 KK 77/ F AT B e bl 49 & 77 F= Ruoia
e RHT/ AR LY AT Ty /NIRRT / RARE? AT/
FA B et by R Sy Fo Ruoia TR0 H 7/ BAVK L Fe T o/ &,
Ao B4 L/ 1R KB T RA BT/ IMEE |, RO R/ IME

T, (e L—FR TSR T AT O A 2, 1
3 RHu U7 Hpf T

NI RAURIEE P 52 R MG, PEF FRUOPREE I ifi, Sk
W, ORUE . T, TR ERG A B T A0 R

MR ERG/ EERE, RFRZRE/RETE, R/ S
7k, R E/ EEREM/ AR EF LA,

TEMBLRIR , PRERIHESESD
FEAIN R PR SR, AR SRS, ik
INTESE 2 oAb, (HRTESRIR A R Z N, IR ANT .

Rty LKA, BRI/ B T4 & SRR 2/
A M EE B M 0 BE ST/ R AR, RINE, RIUAE/ K& T A
ARHFHIEN Ruoia FF/ K 4 | RIME, RBGE/HA1ed £ ¥
AR/ B, RIME, R IGE/HAT69 RRIE R At bh /K
B, RIME, RIGE/ AL &R R R A/ R AR, K
WAL, R B/ AT 69 A AR R o 8/ R R, RIRNE
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RIB A/ AT BRI R AN/ kve | AR B 4 s P e/ F i
B/ E N ETBRE, /MM I, F—, F =,
B/ RBAN, R, RHAWY, KRHARHD

S

i

ZEI, BERGRETHR, it — R A, kI A i BH A5 AR
MR MLSTH LR SRR S, R AT A A i 2 AU D A A Y B
SRR 1 O RN i g BB T 4l , BHA—IRIE . XUS . W, MW
JE . BRRAEAATROIMEA ETE, A RS RIBRE, B br A
CIfEee

TELANELE) , FREREZATIUR, BRE T 2R B B v (9 — Ak
G, ZJEM=RE, 1Bty g SRS, bR Rz — R AR,
HUERK, ARz D —L8 | R K . [Ny, BHRR
AT —FIHTAAL, DAy “Kauti”, AT H & RIAE, %R =10 i
PSR, R Kauti, 3X—{XCAY H AR MR, £ e i 5 O30 B
AR, BTN LRI ) B R A7 g o @

WLk, JCRTEE AR R N, Disk AR RS
BEBRAH TRORSS g, AR IE R 58 3¢, N 1 L L e B
BAZ 3G,

= EECHRERESENEX
IEANRBEAGR - B - RPRI RS, A — DB BT 2 R A

ARz | HER] R E S, B SR A 1 A
JraC® JokE, X TR, SRR A AT DT, dUR AT

@O P.B. Laxton and Te Kautu Kamoriki, “ ‘ Ruoia’, A Gilbertese Dance”, Journal of the
Polynesian Society, Vol.62, No.1, 1953, pp. 65 —69.

@ Raobeia Ken Sigrah, Stacy M. King, Te Rii Ni Banaba-The Backbone of Banaba, Suva:
Institute of Pacific Studies, 2001, p. 86.

@ Katerina Martina Teaiwa, Akekeia! * Traditional Dance in Kiribati ( Review )” , The
Contemporary Pacific, Vol. 16, No. 1, 2004, p. 197.
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() —RhAEAE T2, ATV DT b A0 T BRI 1 B S IR R R L I TR 4
Fhos AT Ly BRRRZE SOE SR O A G TSy L ARTE L MRl R
ik, BRZIrmmE X,

et S R 5L B L Dy L pyiads . BRI s B R S0, (A
BEHAUSAR#THE, EENEE, FHER - L RRRENE
R B ME— AR BRI, 2 H S Py s p WAE, X —PREEIE 5%
THE - BRFGEE N E B AR L 50, S TE R Fh &2 2
EHTHS, UBIRFR 25, TEERM TR - R AT E,
T EERIAFK “Te karanga” BIRA%F - B RFHEWHT T, 85 - ©F
RO s R EE RS, SRBUESE RN, b1 TR
I S B R E TR, SRl By SO 3t 7™ 14 B 2
T AN AR SE, 10 SR 2 5 — AR T8 3 0 3 T K 5
Fi - 2 RGEIGERT T s B o i) Py s B i R L S0 AR AL AT 0% 2 B
Jy cFRATR R, SRR ANE IR TR L

TG BRI R B U IS AR TG Y R R, B G S P 5 1
TEATR B VIR, Ruoia SRRV 22 2834 0 2228 B0 — ) B A B 2R S
Tt S BNE ;s Ruoia S AR A R4 LA KGR BORR AL, 30K A& SR A
VERI AL, PR — AR, B T 2R AR A LA S A I
PR h SRR, —Le38 | IR . T RS 2R S U2 ZE M
SRyEhAs, REEWRGE - FHAEEGE - 4EH] R WS B B L DS R A i
BT PR M AL | B fE, mtREAE S 5 VBRI 280 2
TSR AR T A F L, TRIRE ) SRR L B O N s 1 IR
IRz —, FIRHIGANE PRI | B LOKE . ZE

XIS, FosmEatha i m, ek b, EHE
o N R S FEAL A LA S B AR, JREILA] - 2 - AR BEsE, B
O NS SRR ol R AR R, ANRIR AP RGBS S 2t R
(ASY . TESRFRR T, SR8 IRas BIM Y ) 1588 B ik, SR aen |
WO ARECR 1) g fE . TR AN SR AR R . A, RO TR,
2t BN TRy B ARG JEMAR VIR RETE R e e, I s ik R i i
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JBk, Mkl FREAIE H CP B R T, TRRMWERS L
PR, BRL, SEEEEME S SRR R A A A, BRI Ek)
geny | BEPrELE LR, KRS B T A SR B, RIEAE A AR,
WRENERER S TR, 2B AR AZSMIERIE T, SR g,
Wn—7 5L BT ATRR Y . YISO AEE B, AU SR ) i 7E
BRNHERZE, me s, RO G EEE A AN, 5
P HA 7500 R BRI TIRE,  REAS A BR AKX A 0 FURS B 9975
117 ELREAS A S M SRR T, A2 E Rk i ©

SRR R B O St S B A I E R E R E
B, MEGE SR - L REE 005 TS558k i B 5T % 1
LT ALY . TFR 2 E SHORE IR, BRI N ZERB B 2% 2 il
IR SRS DU T840, BrEBa R BB R A 22 S5, M s A C
R FIRE . —MESRIHLE, FEMb AR e R L, 7 — AR
TRE, AR ARG AR R IR E S R, TR, BTk
(1) = RABA BHR R 7, TR T, BRAE KU R 5%
g2, B, HF - BRFROF SR TRBENRSINERLE, LHEL
PERY T, T RIAERRE S, 1999 4F 5 MOBAE ], 2-REEHuR - 23
5+ R PUEN T KRR R S A3 BB 5 A A5 0 B e N2 1Y
PR, BORAERIARE ARG, (AbIF A SRS RAEE, T2
SRR R R i 5 5 RS T, 5 B P K B v b, g £
RN AR SR B A AT, 75 R # i Ruoia 5, 6045 FT MR 2 1)
Ruoia te buki Al Ruoia te bino #F, Hi Al A G i A0 IR A RR BRI (041 2
TR A TIRE

BRPRUREL TR B M A REA WA, B 20 a2 RIS,
L SR B IR R H , R B as e S, e i, otk
VAR FLHER I DL S B 2T SKEbahtE, 55810 J) it i AH

@ Johnson-Hill, Kelly, “Dance and Worship in the Pacific Islands; A Comparative Study with
Implications for An Emerging Ecumenical Consciousness” , Journal of Theolog, Vol. 18, No.2,

2004, pp. 362 -367.
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B Lol o S R T IR AT

SE T N R B 5 SR ) ROGERS R T SRS . 1943 4R,
— A R JRAA R B A0 5 1) Ruoia SRR T X PG, 18565
P. B. $r e Bl se Az oA Rk BeER IS QUE T H A b7 4005 JRAFTRRAE S B
PRILT S BRIUSERS P, AT, DSk B BRI A i ) cam] T AT, BRI
BIVER 3 AT G 25 31 56 42 5 S0 R AR AR B Z I, 1943 48 11 H 19 ~29
H, BEREFIAT TR . D45 WU D548, M T 5K
TARFE S . X BRI ) 32 8l R an

% LT /A AR H A AR B AR IR AT, PR B4R AR
FERR/ MLt 52 F Ao A R R w8y EAE/TT, AR T /M, AT
EMRNGT/ ARARER/ RS ML ERT . FBA/ AN, T
EAWATH, REEN/ e £ B ENE A RAT B L AW S/ E o
BLCEANATHR/ AETZTEAN 2R T/ AGEAR/HRR

XHGINEBEAIE, T VER 2T b b S5 ZRAARE &
(W H 22, MR P E A AGER], WA R A AR R A, RIARISE | e
BARIRERIE S JCIRTERE, G201 1 RAE IR A i i B B, R RE v i
R IR IR IB AT 1

TGt SRR LI i QR AL 2 B SR D RSO v A 7 5, B e
—RhEE T, PR, AR R —UREAE T AR IR B AT A I SR 5
e S BREEAY ST | ER LA TG R, SRR U AR T A
PRI R A USRS 2R HOSCARA R, JCie e e L B iy
AL, WREEFFPILE, DGR EEITS TR | Bro == A
W, o FE A L TN, B AT M A L PR A D s RS A AR 1

@O P.B. Laxton and Te Kautu Kamoriki, “ ‘ Ruoia’, A Gilbertese Dance”, Journal of the
Polynesian Society, Vol. 62, No.1, 1953, p.64.
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R BRI AL L B A ST T B SR e SR R R DG AR Y
IR O B TS, BRI P AL S B L AR B BT A i, 2R A
SRR A 2R

Aesthetic Course and Significances of

Kiribati Traditional Dance

Xu Meili

Abstract: Dancing has been the important expression of culture in
Kiribati. Traditional dancing has reflected concentratively traditional aesthetic of
the Kiribati people. Artists have striven hard for beauty of postures,
movements, music and costumes. Dancers have learnt precise and complex
steps since childhoods. They have been constantly perfecting choregraphy, and
specially pleased Gods for all of beauty of dancing. Traditional dancing which
has reflected concentratively Kiribati national spirit has had Rich
Significance. The traditional dancing has carried historical memory and
reproduced island real life, and it has been the media of human and gods just
as the ways of human interaction. The traditional dancing reflected romantic
tenacity, social cohesion and Unique culture.

Keywords: Kiribati; Traditional Dance; Formal Beauty



LA KGR
—— 5 & B AL A
LY

WE: TERRANESFRNYE, Ml@ELE kX
EB R R KR, TR ER SRR ALK Bm0
FH, Z5HE RN ERE R, 23R R T R 2
WE T, PGB MABLIR B B B AR B9 HETE B Kb it A LA i
HAEKDK, ZHBEDX LAFTRE, e R,

KR £ AR LK kWi IHEH

SEKT JEARARMEE R R AR B A Sk b A A TR 2 B R
JEANSCA R HERA E I DA, e 5B SCRR AT LB 3] 21 23 JTHT 1200 4FAY
EpRERRAR ALY B W BURAE— M, AR XA A BB R
K, BAEFECPAE XA NE IR E 5,2

— EFENYUA

TR PAGECSAAAE TILTAE, MAREREIP R, 54 SCie R

TS, MITRED R LT A, (CEVFHIR) LB, EFFESOEE
CEO, WA A B [ RIS P AR I IF AT B4

@O ABC Binns, Corey, “World’s Watch and Learn: Physics Professor Walks on Fire” .

@ H2G2, Earth Edition, “Firewalking”.
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FE AR &E A | BHAEM, ETFReg SR, E KR
2 B R d5e & OB M T FL AR SR B, A KA B i
JOUE T2 HRE L 2 (R AT 3

B/, PECHAE T 2 — D REDEST, HAR 12 ~15 R,
T3 ~4 PER L XYL HAR 12 ~ 15 PR RBO A, 7RI IT
GATT 6 ~8 /NI, SRAE A A T BEAE X 2 A 3k AR MRS R K

HR, KFREIEAEREE , ERTENR, 48] 5 ok
A S AU G - g - YR ABE N ERE R SOEE . R ST LA AT
RGN, BN A CSIrA L WRETT, ST Fm b,
11 HABATA ARV L KR . QR SFAR S A ATEEK
Tl BE S E R .

PR, SRR, BRI, VR AR R SRR,
AATFIIA 2240 b — Bl — AR 25 se p e (e & A TP e = R A A Sk
ST S 117 £ O e v o 2259 6 2 £ N Sy =71 = P REMTL -
L% (0-Vulo-Vulo) ,” —F& M EL-RELHIELHL (WaqaBalaBala) AR
FAHA) I B T 1) 2% ) 5 T, PR AR ) R A
RIG, MIEK—RERY L5 JF i RRBE & Ak, iz, A
SARTE BB ES

MAYGAPIEORES, SA RIS Al 80E K ABREIA L b, IFRIR—
S M B AT SR EFR R, YA R AT, R 2R — R R — R
KIR R AE R Gt b

M—YIgieant, R ERIERIAA B R R TS T AL, I E
T 11 E K AR L T7 10, A S KR BT I B LA 3 4 15
HET A0, fEABEA

RESFIRBPURE , SR ORI Z i, Al K — < &
WA (Vuto-0) ", X TEE KR H M Bk st vh i 155, RS HER—
e, PUbmyiiiE X,

FLREPERAR R SR8, B XANFEATTN, TEDTRE E A5
RRAL ERYHES . M SA Z 2 s 0E, UL H T
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Ry, — PSR TURY M Wsl s 2, — R A AR I e T 2 Sk B, R
KNBEGRTETT I, IR 51X A8 G

FE KN BB AR BN T AR AT — 2% TR BR2E 01, mAEpESL S -
J& - EHIEFL (drau-ni-bala-bala) , ‘& X E K, —HRFIAPEAL K B
SRBGEAR, (HX SRRV R 5 0 AR . X SERERIE P/ N L I
T AL T R, RO RRR 0 35— I W R o BL VS L
(vasili)

e, BAYOR R, B, WRZE, P FRoRE AT
TF, A RBRSARGBCL , ERIR SKIRG, HEF AN EREZ KK
(F3K) CETERAR PR, R,

XA GEIN T AR E S,

—  VIEBRKMENR 5 E RNV R TRV

M2 g2 A PR B #9 N RE RS 4% I e K N7 X B MAEDE
— ol AR UL

RALIHT, TERETRFS R AR B IG4EEE S (Viti Leva) [ E8A —
APEES [ EELRE WEIEE (mbengga) ], HU5HH —RIEF "
FJE (Sawau) #RIERIN FIUENFLILZE (Navakeise) . FEAF T H A —
M EF R IR AU SRS AN MAETEHTETR  (Dredre) , 2%
R RV, B B TR s AT R CR,
A LA LR A TR TR

A UGN AREE A 2L, AR R R 2R I AR 2
FEE I RABNTFTAE I LB 28— D AR TR A A O

4K - g4 — 4R A1 (Tui-na-Ivigalita) A9 &8 76 L[]
/NE I Al RS — AR — MR AE R R VY, mlJe Y

@O “Fire Walking On The Island Of Beqa, Legend Of The Firewalkers Of Fiji”, http: //

www. tropicalfiji. com/about_ fiji/culture/legends/.
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PP E T B3R R AR, AR T — AR,

BIFHE S & 2%, W& ) RS i NS R Bk L i B . SR A
RIFURGE, REFFLE s ki E G B A ©, mlE R R
da 1, PR ESEHEAT LAG T IO EE T, kR ),

KT EIEM R, AMHZT b0, JUERENE T A%, A
FEA Sk ERIARM SR T —3 Rk, Ak wibets K mnt, shRBE T A
St E A —E Bk, BIREE THA, WERE T Ak L, 455R
A5 75 i e IO IA Z B B, R SRR, TR R )i
AT LA SR b B DU R A Z AR 13 . SR BRI IR L2k
fhF R BENSE AR A3k ERIE L ODIEE T, HEISK, BHERESS
IR SR T AFER A A 3k LATE, MG - 48 - R4 R RS E
RGBT AL S AU ) 28 3 B KRR A

FEREGE AN D DAL, PEE S L AE= LR A E TSRt
MIREST, TELERL AL ATPE X P (Ra) A FMIEL (Ba) A HIIXAY
JRARFE T, S AR AR 2 05 5 i N RE A iR T 2 1,
MR R B, BB IEA RS IYREYT B, RN
s EEL 118 AR O S T 38537 — 4 PR ES B3 I A LB KOk B A BUOR fi2ih . 12
TR R LSRR, HE—Le PR AZ IR T N, BRI 5 A2 H
F-flhli 5 R, SR H— Lo s A RIR A R TEG D b, X
LA P AT LU RO A i 05 1 & 99T HARIEROR AL, RS £ AR IK
WA,

KRG DL NG 5 A ok T 6 B RSt Ml sE Al 25, 78 19 i
28 70 AFARIES - PHJEHL - 1K) (Seru Epenisa Cakobau) KT ZHT,
WFEHTEMSL | FIFERPINE, (7 TR S AR A H B P4 SR R
TR KRS SHE, IS THER S, (HE R T LB,
FLAE B PR IG5 PRI B B V& DR BN AP R R o X AZ A
PG 5 SRR I LAV AL MR B, T EL R M A D R 4R
By 1R TE K2 A5 22 WENE B HE 22 (0 K MO TS FF KRR mI Y g et FEBRYT 2%
BTG RIRIE TR, 45 B A R -t A BB AR R 5 sl be i I A 31 K A 4% ]
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PIBLAR 51697 .

TEAG EAKIRAGAEA, KH B AEUARA 7T RS2 PE0E & i e v K 78
RIT —F] LIRIT B2 R , W AT 05 h = e A B AL i
W IR o 3 ) B A B SO AN AR T R e 30 1 ) il 72
TR AR M Eom RV, IR T RB S 3 S5 5 0 7™, i
HAEAH ST HERE N T T —48 20,

PACRE BT 0 ST Pl B R Wk . “ &8s s, 2ETF 2016 ~2017 Iif
AR TR IR A A R 2 o AR T B 40% " T H., TERT—
R E b, TR EAW IS TR 2
“REIMEG SR SEARTEE, KO IR 2 S Al Y

TEIXSAR S SRR, B AR — BB AR LA, BN
T HL AR R I YR E] BRI K R AR A e R K i
Yok ) S LT T AR 2B R, (R — AR ) SO SR B T
R R 2 R LB I 1 T 3% SO Y 47 LR

= FHEHEXMUIN

FIE JAGEA IR L X B <k PRIFEAALE . £
Ao WA C TR AN GRMN A MY 7 35 1) — SR FE b, B9 SR g B (PR A I
i Hectunaperso, 7w i1 Avaotevapua) JEEGLRTE KL, RILIX—
SGURRIEIETE 1911 ~ 1912 AR EURTAE A 1923 AR5 i 5 £ HH A T
A 2 Je IR 0 B T A A T e R ) Je 7 .2

CRANAE AN I Y LB A FE RE AR AT A — D247 2 A i A X I 28
M5 H 21 HIFER, 215 H 23 Haia, N Po A REH LT
XS, (BB A W H S & AR IEZBH Db EE H
THEEG, IFSEMEEH NG, XUIZ L 2R H 238 T

@ T B ORI, EFESVE L), (FRERRHER) 2018 4F 12 A5 H,
@ Xygalatas, Dimitris, “Ethnography, Historiography, and the Making of History in the Tradition
of the Anastenaria” , History and Anthropology, Vol.22, 2011, pp.57 -74.



EFTENIRIE 107

FB AN, XA R R R H, — M ET H, B
HER—DRAES H, USRI TR, 09 HHFgE3 K,
LGRS AT | F R ABREE LSS 440 . 1Y HAG 2 A,
ZINE TR LT AR 2R, Mem Rk LA/ N2, 28
JEHENKHE, HRBTETERRBE AL OARIR b, A2 B a0 E v

AT IR B XCHERA — BB L (konaki) HYHFIRE
Mo, LT RN ZERPOLEERE, &4 XN BB
(semadia) LIRSS MIMHE XA Epyaraskih, 5 20 H, 7E K55I
&, BT HNEC I R 2 Nl ik, TEEE ISt ZE
TEEGIEE, —BUEE, TR A CTRESPEER LT “fRE7,
HERIEARZHEA TR, 5 H 21 H, EANHRE, ATRE
TERMNEEEH, KRB — DR 2K, FFIREE s, R T BRI i
AWRIHUE, (ASFIUERA AR, L, RATE— 2017 5%
—HEK, (ERHNEEE Bk — B Tl 2 Ie DA KGR BT i T
T IR MGG M K Y, BTGNS N BT SeE JOHEE T — S
TEXGER S IR, 7RI AOMEE EBbESR , X A GHRTE 1
HAO B P a2, (R e N T KIS T

MRG0, X — IR T e, 8 T e R
W, EVEBERGRINFDESE A, A —UCER LT ek, A R
Db 2] T LI T RTRoE . AN ROTE & KERu 7215, faz
AMER A N2, D52 2] 728 LT BRI, R, K28
RNy, B KGR A SR 1 i85 @

feg b, 2T XA R, FUA B g 07 4 B 18
5L A e dk R, i EL EUA 25 BT Sy B P B 1T K i 15 A RE 4R £k
AT A REAR AR . 289738 KGRI SR 221, IR0

@ Danforth, Loring M. , Firewalking and Religious Healing: The Anastenaria of Greece and the
American Firewalking Movement, Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 1989.

@ Kakouri, Katerina, Dionysiaka( Athens, 1965); Megas, George A. , Greek Calendar Customs,
3rd ed. (Athens, 1982) .
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FER G5 FBFR N stolnina (crommma) , FAUT—A/Mgke, BLPRYI%E
JIAZEANMES, LAER IR TGRS, i NS ST
SR AT LLA BB

A Rk E KAGRAE A B ALY 5 DR E2 1T, BTERSEe |, =
s K BRB R MR G, Ak, KA AR
R FL I Xy 6 AN ORANFNEART FE /R INE | A8 fr S RHR | BrE
k. 2K . BHI S AT 2 il B IR 2517, 18 20 THh22 /0 21 fHed, X
MASCGRAEAR R AR L p AL 1, BRAE AR ORI S0 3 T 90 I A U5 Jee
Ho, SMETEFE A IS AR, WXL NS R L gL A
ez, —SefRANHIE AT IR A i 528 17 7 KA A L AR
LRI AT A AL LA 0 e R R B T AR, X
SRR B e A 55 ORI RSP N — 2 A= 35 1 3 == L LK A R
B R T 5 R 2 T A B

2009 4, ZALHIN AR A FE OB SC AL LR Y TSl 5 7 4 sk A
AR T P AURE 2 s (CANRIBLE—— R IAIE) i
TE 25 4 s S A

TSR TE PRI M, & KAGUIN R BHI A 4 —FE, B
SLPVCTAR, BRIRRAEE ERIAME . Rk, & R AGCAILE A
PEEFARZEML, WHXM T NI Py sp LR s 22 10 5 4R A 4 B2 A~
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On Fire Walking in Fiji

Compare with Greece

Yang Pengfei, Yang Honglian

Abstract: People worshiped the power of fire in ancient times. They
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expressed their awe of fire through activities related to fire. This is also the
reason why many people in the world have a custom of fire walking. The
complicated fire walking ceremony in Fiji is the ultimate test of the maturity of
underage warriors. The mystery of the ritual also originated from the legend of
the Bega Levu firewalkers, which was passed down from mouth to
mouth. Compared with the Greek fire walking ceremony, although these two
ceremonies are different in form, but the spiritual meaning is the
same. Modern physicists have also scientifically explained the principles of the
fire walking ceremony.

Keywords: Fiji; Greece; Fire Walking; Legend of the Firewalkers;
Bega Levu



Learning Year 12 Chemistry in Samoa:

Barriers and Support
Faguele Suaalii”

Abstract; This paper reports on an exploration of the findings of a
study, which investigated the teaching and learning nexus in secondary
schools’ chemistry classes in Samoa. In particular, the project explores barriers
and support factors that affect achievements in Year 12 chemistry. The
exploration utilised classroom observations, archival records, work samples
and semi-structured interviews, in order to investigate both students and
teachers’ perceptions of barriers and successes to the students’
achievements. The aim of the project is to stimulate educators and policy
makers to become aware of the relatively large number of factors, which may
contribute to students’ achievement during Year 12 chemistry in Samoa
secondary school classrooms.

The report also discusses how the Strategy for the Development of Samoa
(SDS) 2016/17 — 2019/20, in relation to education, is focused on
improving the quality of life for all Samoans, thus ensuring that sustainable and
societal progress 1s reflected in classroom interactions and achievements at
secondary school level.

The examination of the data suggests that barriers and support range from

teaching and learning expectations, motivating factors and classroom practice

# Faguele Suaalii, National University of Samoa.
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to teaching and learning styles.

Keywords: Year 12; Chemistry; Samoa; Barriers and Support

Introduction

Having spent a number of years teaching secondary school chemistry in
Samoa, I realised that many Year 12 chemistry students found learning
chemistry problematic and they struggleed with applying chemical principles to
everyday situations. Some students failed to recognise any relationship between
the chemistry taught in class and their surroundings and therefore, they did
not perceive any value or relevance in studying chemistry —other than to pass
exams. In Samoa, students’ achievement level in chemistry is a concern. In
addition, there has been a decrease in the number of students opting for
science or chemistry at higher levels. As a result, the following questions can
be asked; what is going on in the classroom? Why, after so many years of
teaching the same curriculum, students’ learning of chemistry is still
problematic? These are two of the questions that I wish to answer whilst
working on this research project.

This paper reports an exploration of the findings of my research investigation
during my Ph. D. study. The investigation was conducted in three government co-
ed secondary schools in Samoa: one located in a rural area and two located in the
urban regions of Upolu, which is the most populated island of Samoa. There is
one case study in each of the three schools: this being the schools’ chemistry
classroom. In each case, five chemistry students and one chemistry teacher were
invited to participate. The central aim of my Ph. D. investigation was to understand
the teaching and learning processes found in Year 12 chemistry classrooms, in
Samoa. The primary focus was to explore the nature of factors that contribute to
achievements — including both barriers and support. In particular, the teaching
and learning of one of the units in the organic chemistry strand, hydrocarbons,

was investigated.
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This paper is divided into three sections. The first section offers a brief
outline of the background to my Ph. D. research investigation. It discusses a
brief description of how the Strategy for the Development of Samoa (SDS)
2016/17 —2019/20, in relation to education, is focused on improving the
quality of life for all Samoans, thus ensuring that sustainable and societal
progress is reflected in classroom interactions and achievements at secondary
school levels. Subsequently, there is a brief description of the methods used for
the data collection. The following section begins with an outline of the three
themes, which are supported by the relevant literature. The final section is a
summary of this presentation and several future directions for this project are

suggested.

The Research

Background to the study

Education is central to the future well-being of Samoa. It teaches young
people the virtue of reason and it plays an important role in maintaining and
developing the cultural fabric of society. Education develops in students the
skills and attitudes needed to succeed in an ever-changing world. Today, that
role is expanding since education will not only continue to shape the nation’s
cultural future: it is also central to the nation’s economic and social well-
being.

Internationally, over a time span of more than 30 years, students have
studied basic chemistry as part of their science curricular’. However, despite
the regular teaching and re-teaching of these concepts and the use of projects

and external assistance, research on students in New Zealand and Samoa has

@O Taber, K.S., “An Analogy for Discussing Progression in Learning Chemistry”, School Science
Review, 76 (276), 1995, pp.91 —95. Taber, K. S., “Exploring the Language (s) of Chemistry
Education” , Journal of Chemisiry, Education Research and Practice, 16, 193, 2015.
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shown that more than fifty percent of students, in their final year ( Year 13)

which led to a constant “low

b

at high school, maintained misconceptions
level of achievement”® . An explanation for this phenomenon would not be
simple — and it would be difficult to come to any conclusions — unless
educators are able to gain an in-depth understanding of the nature of these

.
classroom®

, including the teachers and the students’ experiences.

A literature review shows that there has been a real concern about the
conceptual understanding of chemistry in secondary school students®. The
findings from these researchers show that more authentic and meaningful
learning takes place, when the learning is contextual and made more relevant
to the students’ own life®. A study by Bhattacharya and Richards (2000 )
suggests that teachers need to become reflective thinkers and compliant with
various effective teaching and learning tools, in order to engage students
within collaborative and interactive learning environments. These strategies can
improve the quality of students’ learning, thus making their learning contextual ,
which  will then result in an improvement in their academic
achievement. However, the teaching and learning of chemistry in classrooms today

appears to focus mainly on helping students to pass exams.

(D Suaalii, F., Misconceptions in Chemistry: A Comparative Study of Samoa and New Zealand
High Schools to Identify their Different Origins and Approaches to Eliminate and Correct Them
(Unpublished Med thesis Massey University Palemerston North 2007 ). Suaalii, F., Supports
and Barriers to Achievement in Secondary School Chemistry: Exploring Teaching and Learning of
Year 12 Chemistry in Samoa ( Ph. D. thesis, Massey University Palmerston North, New Zealand,
2013).

@ Government of Samoa, Education For All; Mid-Decade Assessment Report, Samoa 2007, 2007.

@ St George, A., Bourke, R. “ Understanding Learning to Inform Teaching”, in A.St. George,
S. Brown & J. O'Neill (Eds. ), Facing the Big Questions in Teaching: Purpose, Power and Learning,
Victoria, Australia. ; CENGAGE Learning Australia Pty Limited, 2008, pp. 123 -133.

@ Suaalii, F., Supports and Barriers to Achievement in Secondary School Chemistry; Exploring
Teaching and Learning of Year 12 Chemistry in Samoa ( Ph. D. thesis, Massey University
Palmerston North, New Zealand, 2013).

(® Suaalii, F., Supports and Barriers to Achievement in Secondary School Chemistry; Exploring
Teaching and Learning of Year 12 Chemistry in Samoa ( Ph. D. thesis, Massey University
Palmerston North, New Zealand, 2013).
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Theoretical framework and plans of the Ministry of Education
Sports and Culture (MESC)

The Strategy for the Development of Samoa (SDS) 2016/17 -2019/20,
in relation to education, is an integral part of the government’s overall
economic strategy, with its focus on “improving the quality of life for all
Samoans and boosting productivity for sustainable development” ©. Thus, the
Samoan government has acknowledged the vital role of education in achieving its
vision?. New school improvement programmes have been developed to
reinforce the four goals of Samoa education, which encourage (i) the
development of comprehensive and enriching curricula; (ii) the development
of active, interactive and creative pedagogies; (iii) the development of
impartial evaluation and assessment methods; and (iv ) support for
individuals and society, through a humane education system®.

The four goals were, in turn, addressed through four key principles:
(i) equity, which requires the fair treatment of all individuals, in the provision
of educational opportunities; (ii) relevancy, which is defined through a system
which is meaningful, recognisable, applicable and useful; (iii) efficiency,
which is demonstrated through management practices that ensure optimum use of
resources, efficient services delivery, effective communication and co-ordinated

decision-making; and (iv) quality®. Quality refers to the demonstration of high

(D Ministry of Finance Economic Policy and Planning Division. , Strategy for the Development of
Samoa 2008 - 2012 . Accelerating Sustainable Development and Broadening Opportunities for All,
Apia: Government of Samoa, 2016.

@ Government of Samoa, Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture: Strategic Policies and Plan
2006 2015, 2006.

@ Dr. Taufe'ulungaki, A. M., Nako, A., Government of Samoa Education Sector Evaluation
Study/PRIDE  Project, Apia; Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture, 2005. Western
Samoa, Education Policies 1995 — 2005, 1995.

@  Government of Samoa, Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture: Strategic Policies and Plan
2006 -2015, 2006. Ministry of Finance Economic Policy and Planning Division, Strategy for the
Development of Samoa 2008 — 2012 ; Ensuring Sustainable Economic and Social Progress, Apia;

Government of Samoa, 2008.
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standards of academic achievement, with results coming from a complex interplay
of professional and technical factors and social and cultural practices®. Students’
achievement refers to the level of intellectual growth which a student has attained
whilst being involved in the learning process.

The review of the accomplishments of the first 10 years of educational
policies and strategic plans (1995 —2005), by the Pacific Regional Initiative for
the Delivery of Basic Education (PRIDE), identified many deficiencies in the
area of educational quality®. These included a relatively high student
“dropout”® and “repeaters” in Year 8%, There was also a high demand for
comprehensive teacher development® and the implementation of a quality
improvement programme©. Students’ achievement in science subjects and
, at both
primary and secondary school levels. In 2007, the GOS urged MESC to “find the

cause (s) of students’ low achievement levels”® .

mathematics has continued to be a concern for a number of years®”

Methods used in the study

The data collection techniques included archival records and work

@O Government of Samoa, Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture; Strategic Policies and Plan
2006 —2015, 2006. Thaman, K. H. , Ako and Faiako: Cultural Values, Educational Ideas and
Teachers’ Role Perception in Tonga ( Unpublished Manuscript, University of the South Pacific,
Suva, Fiji, 1988). Thaman, K. H., “Towards Culturally Inclusive Teacher Education with
Specific Reference to Oceania” , International Education Journal, 2 (5), 2001.

Government of Samoa, Educational For All. Assessment 2000; Samoa Country Report, 2000.
Government of Samoa, Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture: Strategic Policies and Plan
2006 —-2015, 2006.

@ Government of Samoa, Educational For All. Assessment 2000; Samoa Country Report, 2000.

® McMurray, C., Samoa, A Situational Analysis of Children, Women and Youth, Suva, Fiji,
2006.

©® Government of Samoa, Western Samoa Education Policies, 1995. Government of Samoa,
Educational For All. Assessment 2000 : Samoa Country Report, 2000. Government of Samoa,
Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture ; Strategic Policies and Plan 2006 —2015, 2006.

@ Government of Samoa, Educational For All. Assessment 2000: Samoa Country Report,
2000. Government of Samoa, Minisiry of Education, Sports and Culture: Strategic Policies and
Plan 2006 -2015, 2006.

® Government of Samoa, Education For All: Mid-Decade Assessment Report, Samoa 2007.
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samples from student participants, classroom observations and semi-structured
interviews, for all participants. Fifteen Year 12 chemistry students and three
chemistry teachers participated in this study. The sequence of data collection
in Table 1 below indicates that the first three methods were overlapping: this
ensured the completion of data collection before the semi-structured interviews
were conducted. This also ensured that the information gained from the first
three methods was collected and further explored in the semi-structured

interviews, which were flexible in nature.

Table 1 Sequence and Duration of Data Collection

Method of data collection Sequence and duration of events( week )

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Collecting archival records

Classroom observation

Collecting work samples

Semi-structured interviews

Themes and the Literature

Themes

The examination of the data suggests that barriers and support range from (i)
teaching and learning expectations, (ii ) motivating factors and classroom
practice, to (iii) teaching and learning styles. These are discussed in detail

below.
Theme 1: Teaching and learning expectations

The present study identifies that some of the student participants were not
realising their potential because their teachers’ expectations were low and

thus, that led to difficulties in understanding scientific concepts. The students
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were unable to find any connection between scientific concepts and making
sense of what they were being taught in the classroom. The teachers’
expectations of their students’ achievement were often based on beliefs about
the students’ ability. For instance, teachers felt “insecure” about students
who had scored very low in previous unit tests and they believed that they
would not be able to cope with the school certificate examination at the end of
the year. After a series of classroom observations, these students appeared to
remain quiet during discussions and only became active when copying notes
from the board. Passive and rote learning was evident amongst these students
in these classes, despite the fact that the teachers continued to provide
explanations and relevant procedures, to help them answer examination
questions. Some of the student participants in this study, however, were very
confident and they felt that the teaching of chemistry was fair, appropriate
and challenging, as they prepared for their school certificate
examination. During class discussions, these particular students participated

and posed questions and they were often given opportunities to respond.
What the literature says about teaching and learning expectations

Teacher expectations are seen as a significant determinant of students’
achievement?. In addition, Koballa and Glyn confirmed that teachers’
expectations can influence students’ performance in science and other

areas®. The significance between teacher expectations and student

O Crawford, B. A., “Learning to Teach Science as Inquiry in the Rough and Tumble of Practice” ,
Journal of Research in Science Teaching, 44 (4), 2007, pp.613 — 642. McKinley, E.,
“Postcolonialism, Indigenous Students, and Science Education”, in Abell, S. K., Lederman,
N. G. (eds. ), Handbook of Research on Science Education, Mahwah, NJ:. Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates, Inc. Publishers, 2007, pp. 199 -226.

@ Koballa, T.R., Glynn, S. M., “Attitudinal and Motivational Constructs in Science Learning” ,
in Abell, S. A., Lederman, N.G. (eds. ), Handbook of Research on Science Education,
Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. Publishers, 2007, pp.75 -102.
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achievement is viewed as both a reason and a solution to the achievement
gap®. Teacher expectations reflect teacher beliefs and together this influences
what the teacher attempts to elicit from the students — and what the students
expect of themselves?.

Science teachers’ expectations of students (and the strategies they use
that are based on these expectations) play an important role in increasing or
reducing students’ motivation to learn. Researchers have found that teachers,
who have high expectations of students, give cues and prompts that
communicate to them their belief that the students can perform
well®. However, teachers who have high expectations of students are less
likely to accept poor answers from them®. Frequently, the students, who are
believed to be high-ability learners, receive more positive non-verbal
feedback from teachers, such as smiling and eye contact.

Good and Brophy suggested that teachers with low expectations of students
are more likely to provide them with inconsistent feedback, sometimes praising
inadequate answers, sometimes criticising them and sometime ignoring them® . In

many cases, those students who are believed to be low-ability learners are

@ Darling-Hammond, L., “Teacher Quality and Student Achievement: A Review of State Policy

Education Policy Analysis Archives, 8 (1), 2000. Gay, G., Culturally
Responsive Teaching : Theory, Research, and Practice, New York: Teachers College Press,
2000.

@ Brophy, J., Dispelling the Myih: Teaching Educational Practices, Series 1, Washington,

Evidence ” ,

D. C. ; International Bureau of Education, 2000. Gay, G., Culturally Responsive Teaching :
Theory, Research, and Practice, New York: Teachers College Press, 2000.

@ Good, T., Brophy, J., Looking in Classrooms (9th ed. ), Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2003.
Rob, C.J., “Spontaneous Inquiry Questions in High School Chemistry Classrooms: Perceptions
of a Group of Motivated Learners”, International Journal of Science Education, 25, 2003,
pp- 13 — 33. Rubie-Davies, C. M., *“ Teacher Expectations and Student Self-perceptions:
Exploring Relationships”, Psychological School, 43, 2006, pp.537 -552.

@ Koballa, T.R., Glynn, S. M. “Attitudinal and Motivational Constructs in Science Learning” ,
in S. A. Abell & N. G. Lederman (eds. ), Handbook of Research on Science Education, Mahwah
NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. Publishers, 2007, pp.75 -102.

® Good, T., & Brophy, J. Looking in Classrooms (9th ed. ), Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2003.
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asked fewer and less challenging questions: they also receive less feedback
and they have less time to respond and less praise. Across a set of studies,
Seiler, Tobin and Sokolic’ and Tobin, Seiler and Walls? outlined how normal
practices of schooling, such as tracking, teaching to the test, rote learning,
drill-and-practice activities and curricula (geared towards minimal achievement )
led to a culture of low expectations in science for students. Yet the same students,
who were exposed to these low expectations, helped to reproduce the culture of
low expectations by engaging in multiple forms of resistance, including resistance
to high expectations of their learning from their teacher and a lack of attendance in
class, even when the science instruction was being led by a competent,
experienced and caring teacher®.

Students are sensitive to teachers’ beliefs about them. In cultures where
low achievement is attributed to low ability (and ability is believed to be
unalterable ), low-ability students often come to believe that their
performance will not change, regardless of their level of effort®. In cultures
where the students’ level of work and effort is considered to be directly related
to their learning, high expectations for all students lead to higher
achievement, through more work and effort by students of all abilities®. This

however, requires science teachers to be more effective and to use strategies to set

@ Seiler, G., Tobin, K., Sokolic, J., “Design, Technology and Science: Sites for Learning,
Resistance and Social Reproduction in Urban Schools” , Journal of Research in Science Teaching,
38, 2001, pp.746 — 768. Seiler, G., Tobin, K., Sokolic, J., “ Reply: Reconstituting
Resistance in Urban Science Education”, Journal of Research in Science Teaching, 40, 2003,
pp- 101 — 104.

@ Tobin, K., Seiler, G., Walls, E., “Reproduction of Social Class in Teaching and Learning
Science in Urban High Schools” , Research in Science Education, 29, 1999, pp. 171 —187.

@  Griffard, P., Wandersee, J. , “Challenges to Meaningful Learning in African-American females
at An Urban Science High School”, International Journal of Science Education, 21, 1999,
pp. 611 —632.

@  Cruickshank, D.R., Jenkins, D.B., Metcalf, K. K. , The Act of Teaching (4th ed. ), New
York: McGraw-Hill, 2006.

® Carin, A. A., Bass, J.E., Contant, T.L., Teaching Science as Inquiry, Upper Saddle
River, NJ. Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall, 2005.
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and maintain high expectations. Staver discussed some of these strategies:

— monitoring and analysing students” work and taking corrective
individual and group action as needed ;

— helping students believe in their ability to learn effectively and
raising their awareness of positive outcomes as a result ;

— helping students to view themselves as capable learners ;

— building learners’ confidence by breaking difficult tasks into
smaller steps that can be viewed as more manageable and achievable ;

— providing assistance but not doing the tasks for the students;

— giving learners a reasonable level of control over their learning ;

— helping learners become aware that their own efforts, strategies
and persistence, are important to their successful learning;

— helping learners to experience the satisfaction of successful

learning®.

Theme 2: Motivating factors and classroom practice

Some students seem naturally enthusiastic about learning, but many need
(or expect) their instructors to inspire, challenge, and stimulate them:
“Effective learning in the classroom depends on the teacher’s ability. . .
to maintain the interest that brought students to the course in the first
place”®. Whatever level of motivation students bring to the classroom, will

be transformed — for better or worse — by what happens in that classroom.

(D Staver, J. R., Teaching Science: Educational Practices Series (Vol. 17), Geneva, Switzerland
International Academy of Education, 2007.
@ Ericksen, S.C., The Lecture, Ann Arbor; Center for Research on Teaching and Learning,

University of Michigan, 1978.
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Motivation is one of the most important impulsive power sources, which
gives some guidance to the behaviour of students in school ; and it determines
behaviours, strengths, and stability in learning. Although Samoan students
behaved in a manner that was culturally respectful within the classroom,
there was no indication that learning was associated with such behaviour. In
this study, it was determined that this impulsive power source was deficient
in all three cases. The teacher gives instructions for almost everything the
students have to do in class. For instance, when the students completed their
copying of notes, the teacher would then ask them to work on an activity/
task. This was often followed by more instructions from the teachers on what
they could do. Student participants stated that it is best to wait for
instructions, because they often get scolded by the teacher if they do things
on their own. Although 1 did not see students being scolded during the
investigation , the teacher constantly gave instruction after instruction, which
appeared to be a tradition in these classrooms.

Unfortunately, there is no single magical formula for motivating
students. Many factors affect a given student’s motivation to work and to
learnPincluding interest in the subject matter; a perception of its
usefulness; a general desire to achieve; self-confidence and self-esteem;
and patience and persistence. In addition, of course, not all students are
motivated by the same values, needs, desires, or wants. Some students
will be motivated by the approval of others and some by overcoming

challenges.

What the literature says about motivating factors and classroom

practice

Teachers do make a difference to the motivation of students in relation to

(D Sass, E.J., “Motivation in the College Classroom: What Students Tell Us”, Teaching of
Psychology, 16 (2), 1989, pp. 86 - 88.
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learning. Teachers can make school life miserable for their students or
alternatively, they can make it appealing, by filling their classroom with
excitement and hope. In the latter situation, students will be interested in
their learning and search for even more knowledge, under the guidance of
enthusiastic teachers?. Such teachers care about what they teach and they
communicate this to their students, so that the students understand that the
knowledge they are gaining is important for further studies and job
applications. These students are motivated to learn, since they keep in close
touch with their teachers, in relation to topics discussed in the classroom.

Studies perceive that science competence is related to students’
motivation to learn and their future aspirations; and ultimately their
achievement in science subjects. For instance, Lau and Roeser found that,
although cognitive ability was the strongest predictor of high school students’
performance in science achievement tests, students perceived that science
competence was a significant predictor of engagement, achievement and
future aspirations®. Specifically, students’ perceived that science competence
uniquely predicted students’ test and classroom engagement and achievement,
as measured by science tests and classroom grades and students’ anticipated
pursuit of science-related college majors and careers.

Given that students perceived science competence as being linked with
motivation, achievement and future academic and career choices, it is
important that science educators develop a more complete understanding of
related beliefs and perceptions. For instance, most children begin school with

a positive attitude; they are enthusiastic about learning and participating in

O Wlodkowski, R.J., Jaynes, J. H., Eager to Learn: Helping Children Become Motivated and
Love Learning, San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers, 1990.

@ Lau, S., Roeser, R.W., “Cognitive Abilities and Motivational Processes in High School
Students’ Situational Engagement and Achievement in Science”, Educational Assessment, 8,

2002.
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classroom activities. They are optimistic about their abilities and they
anticipate success and view their expending efforts and practice as the key to
overcoming difficulties’. These beliefs are integral to successful careers and
they are associated with subsequent motivation, concurrent and future
achievement and decisions to continue learning particular subjects®.
Peer-groups are those close peers who may influence the learning
motivation amongst students. A student, who is close with a peer group who
like to study, will eventually join in the discussion group which has been
formed. On the other hand, a student, who is close with a peer group who
often “skip” classes, will eventually follow that peer group and begin to skip
classes. Students feel “cool and smart” by hanging out with their peer group,
rather than following the advice of their elders, because peers within a close
age range tend to have a closed mind set in their thinking and their point of

view comes from the same perspective.
Theme 3: Teaching and learning styles

This study has identified that students’ learning styles and preferences are not
being recognised by their teachers. This was based on the fact that all the lessons
observed were merely being taught according to the teacher’s preference. In almost
every observed lesson, the teacher began the chemistry lesson by standing in front
of the class and giving explanations and demonstrations using diagrams or models
of scientific concepts, whilst the students sat and listened. Sometimes the
chemistry class began with students copying notes into their note books before a

discussion. When asked about this classroom practice, the student participants

@ Freedman-Doan, C., Wigfield, A., Eccles, J.S., Blumenfeld, P., Arberton, A.,
Harold, R., “What am I Best at? Grade and Gender Differences in Children’s Beliefs about
Ability Improvement” , Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 21, 2000, pp. 379 —402.

@ Marsh, H. W., Craven, R.G., “Reciprocal Effects of Self-concept and Performance From A
Multidimensional Perspective: Beyond Seductive Pleasure and Unidimensional Perspectives”,

Perspectives on Psychological Science, 1, 2006, pp. 133 —163.
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claimed that this was the way they were taught in school and they are used to
it. The most important thing for them is to have the notes written in their books,
to help them with examinations and test preparations.

A discussion with the teacher participants, relating to their current
teaching approaches and their understanding of their students’ learning and
achievements, immediately resulted in them stating their belief in the
importance of a student-centred paradigm to learning. However, limited time
to complete the syllabus before examinations became a great barrier to its
implementation. In the case of these teachers, it is clear that a student-
centred approach promotes active learning but unfortunately their classroom
practice revealed a different approach. Such an approach reflected a system
that favoured teacher-centred, °‘talk and chalk’ instructions with students,

who were situated as passive recipients of the knowledge.
What the literature says about teaching and learning styles

Research findings have shown that the academic achievement of students
differs significantly, in regards to their learning styles. Samoan students, in
particular, also have different learning styles and their approaches to learning
are often a reflection of their family’s influence. For example, Anae’s study of
Samoan students in New Zealand identified that they were individualistic in
nature and that Samoan students preferred to learn as individuals and
therefore, they chose not to partake in group tasks and activities” . Anae noted
that some Samoan families practice the individualistic culture of New Zealand and
she believed that the nature of this New Zealand culture could have influenced
these students. She also noted that some students believed their church to be

irrelevant , in relation to their educational development. One important point arises

@ Anae, M., Fofo i Vaoese: Identity Journey of New Zealand-born Samoans ( Ph. D. diss,
University of Auckland, 1998).



Learning Year 12 Chemistry in Samoa: Barriers and Support 125

from this study: that family is the most significant factor in many Samoan
students’ lives. Educators need to understand their students’ family culture, in
order to identify appropriate approaches for these students.

Students’ learning style preferences refer to the ways in which they
respond to learning stimuli and to their characteristic ways of acquiring and
using information®. Learning styles recognise not only that individuals learn in
different ways, but also that individual characteristics ( such as personality )
influence learning®. This recognition is in line with constructivist notions of
learning®, which recognise that factors, such as learning styles and prior
knowledge may ( for example) influence judgements on the importance of
information presented and it may also influence the interpretation given to that
information®. Furthermore, constructivists believe “that meaningful learning
is a cognitive process in which individuals make sense of the world in relation
to the knowledge which they already have constructed, and this sense-making
process involves active negotiation and consensus building” ®. It is argued that

students’ learning styles differ®. In addition, it is sometimes claimed that

@O Sloan, T., Daabe, C.J., Giesen, J., “Mathematics Anxiety and Learning Styles; What is the
Relationship in Elementary School Teachers?” School Science and Mathematics, 102, 2002, pp. 84 —=90.

@ Dunn, R., Dunn, K., Teaching Students Through Their Individual Learning Styles: A
Practical Approach, Virginia, U.S. A: Reston Publishing, 1991.

® Bodner, G. M., “Constructivism; A Theory of Knowledge”, Journal of Chemical Education,
63, 1986, pp. 873 -878.

@ Bailey, P.D., Garrat, J. , “Chemical Education: Theory and Practice” , University Chemisiry
Education, 6, 2002, pp.39 —57. Kelly, G.J., Sezen, A., “Activity, Discourse, &amp;
Meaning Some Directions for Science Education” , in W. -M. Roth (ed. ), Re/Structuring Science

Education (Vol.2), Springer Netherlands, 2010, pp. 39 -52.

® Fraser, B.J., “Classroom Environment Instruments: Development, Validity and Applications”,
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knowledge of learning styles and the use of educational resources?”, which are
relevant to learning styles, will lead to efficient learning® and an increase in
the motivation to learn®.

Irrespective of a student’s learning style, the teacher has a significant
influence on the student’s learning experience®. It is a fact that teachers are
most helpful when they help their students to learn in a way that suits the
student’s style preference®. However, does this suggest that adapting a
teaching style to the learning style of a student will result in improved
academic achievement in chemistry or science? A large amount of researches
have been focused on the effect of matching and mismatching teaching and
learning styles©. Different approaches have been suggested including matching
instructional methods®, media and assessment to learner preferences and

tendencies; mismatching styles in order for the learner to develop a broader

(#ER2®) Questionnaire” , Studies in Higher Education, 15, 1990, pp. 155 —168.

@ Kelly, G.J., Sezen, A., “Activity, Discourse, &amp; Meaning Some Directions for Science
Education”, in W.-M. Roth (ed. ), Re/Structuring Science Education ( Vol.2 ), Springer
Netherlands, 2010, pp. 39 —-52.

@ Gadzella, B.M., Stephens, R., Baloglu, M., *Prediction of Educational Psychology Course
Grades by Age and Learning Styles Scores”, College Student Journal, 36, 2002, pp.62 —69.

® Moore, L.L , Grabsch, D.K., Rotter, C., “ Using Achievement Motivation Theory to
Explain Student Participation in A Residential Leadership Learning Community”, Journal of
Leadership Education, 9 (2), 2010, pp.22 — 34. Nolen, S.B., *“Learning Environment,
Motivation, and Achievement in High School Science” , Journal of Research in Science Teaching,
40 (4), 2003, pp.347 - 368. Stipek, D., Motivation to Learn: From Theory to Praciice,
Massachusetts; Allyn and Bacon, 1998.

@ Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, National Curriculum Policy Framework, 2006.

® Allen, R. H., Impact Teaching : Ideas and Strategies for Teachers to Maximize Student Learning ,
Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2002. Dunn, R., Dunn, K., Teaching Students Through Their
Individual Learning Styles: A Practical Approach, Virginia, U.S. A: Reston Publishing, 1991.

©® Mugler, F., Landbeck, R., “Learning in the South Pacific and Phenomenography Across
Cultures ", Higher Education Research & Development, 16 (2 ), 1997, pp.227 -
239. Uzuntiryaki, E., “Learning Styles and High School Students’ Chemistry Achievement”,
Science Education International, 18 (1), 2007, pp.25 -37.

(D Suaalii, F., Bhattacharya, M., “Conceptual Model of Learning to Improve Understanding of
High School Chemistry”, Journal of Interactive, Research and Learning, 2007.



Learning Year 12 Chemistry in Samoa: Barriers and Support 127

approach to learning”; providing the initial contact with the material in the
learner’s preferred mode and then moving to broader exposure with subsequent
material®; or teaching to all styles®.

There is still a general lack of creativity in teaching approaches, despite
a significant number of professional development programmes, which have
been conducted over the years.In addition, the Samoan Curriculum
recognises that, for students to succeed, curriculum experiences must relate
to student interests, needs and learning styles, in order to engage students in
their learning®. More group activities are needed, which allow students to
personally experience scientific ideas within a wide variety of contexts. Students
need to be encouraged to share ideas openly with one another. In this way,
students will engage in a variety of strategies and learning styles. However, most
teachers still dominate the teaching and learning process and (as a result) the
students’ various learning styles are not well catered for within education in
general , or science classrooms in particular®. This finding is consistent with
other research on effective teaching, which suggests that effective teachers
adjust their teaching to fit the needs of different students and the demands of

different instructional goals, topics and methods®.
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Summary

This study has provided some useful information on the teaching and
learning of chemistry in Samoa secondary schools. It provides the foundations
for some of the factors ( particularly within the classroom) that affect students’
learning of chemistry in Samoa. This paper demonstrates that above and
beyond the differences in student characteristics, students’ achievements in
chemistry and science were positively linked with their perceptions of
challenges; and the support of their teachers.

Teachers must embrace the view that effective teaching means constantly
being aware of (and attending to) their students’ struggles to learn chemistry
and they need to continually adjust their teaching strategies and techniques,
in order to help their students work through any difficulties. In doing so,
teachers should set high learning expectations and focus on core scientific
ideas. In addition they should aim for a deep, integrated understanding of
scientific inquiry and the core body of scientific knowledge. In order to help
students reach their teachers’ aims and expectations, the teachers must
understand how learners actively construct new knowledge, in addition to an
understanding of the complexity of the learning process, the importance of the
students’ interests and the students’ potential anxieties and conflicts within

science concepts.
Direction of research

Although barriers and supports were identified in this study, there is still
a need to look into various factors which cause these barriers across the various
schools settings as well as the different subjects in Samoa secondary

schools. The Government of Samoa has put so much emphasis and funds on the
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improvement of education in Samoa, yet, there is always a concern of low
achievements and high school drop-out. Thus, this exploratory study involving
three case study classrooms in Samoa can inform about the nature of support

and barriers to students’ achievements.
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On the Origin of “Austronesian Language Family”

Chi Xiaofet

Abstract: Since the 19th century, as for the origin of the
“ Austronesian language family”, many Chinese and foreign scholars have
proposed a variety of different hypothesis of origins and diffusion models from
the perspectives of linguistics, archaeology and ethnology. The origin and
spread of the Austronesian language family has been a major controversial
theoretical issue in linguistics, archaeology and other related fields. This paper
combs different Chinese and foreign hypotheses about the origin and spread of
the Austronesian language family, lists the representative viewpoints of
Chinese and foreign scholars, and from an interdisciplinary perspective
combines linguistics, history, archaeology, anthropology to conduct
interdisciplinary research and proposes new thinking on the origin and spread
of the Austronesian language family, and look forward to drawing conclusions
closer to the historical reality.

Keywords: Austronesia Language Family; Linguistics; Southern China



A Forgotten Chinese Army

——Chinese Soldiers POWs of the Japanese in New Britain Island
Mingxian Su

Abstract; During the Pacific War, a group of Chinese soldiers POWs
were secretly sent to New Britain Island as forced labours. The remnant of over
700 these Chinese soldiers was liberated by Australian forces after surrender of
Japanese army in August 1945. Both Australian and Chinese governments
leaned it was a “forgotten Chinese army” , the repatriation of these POWs to
their home was on the agenda. However, they experienced extreme
difficulties in two years before came back to their homeland.

Keywords: Chinese Soldiers POWs; Japanese Ill-treatment;

Liberation; Repatriation

After the Japanese was defeated and announced to surrender to Allies on
15 August 1945, the Australians tried to get detailed information about their
over 1000 lost servicemen who were captured in early 1942 after the Japanese
had attacked and occupied Rabaul of New Britain Island, the then capital city

of Australian Mandated Territory New Guinea. However, on 4 September at
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the first face-to-face meeting with the Japanese regarding the scheduled formal
surrender two days late, they were told that the Japanese didn’t held large
numbers of Australian POWs, apart from 28 European prisoners of war and
8000 Asians. The Australians were very disappointed for such a result,
because Europeans were unexpected as eighteen of them were British gunners,
seven American, one Australian, one New Zealander and one Dutchman,
and so were the large numbers of Asians, including 1397 Chinese. At this
time, the Australians were still not sure the identities of these Chinese prisoners
of war. Six days after, Australian forces reoccupied Rabaul. They finally realised
that the group of 748 Chinese prisoners of war was a “lost army” of China, and
others were Cantonese laborers®.

Such a discovery raised questions: who were these Chinese servicemen and
where were they from? With the assistance of Tim Mack, Chinese interpreter
between the Australian forces and Chinese troops, and Rev James Ferguson of
The Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) , a former Australian missionary
in China, the Australians learnt that they were the remnants of double that
number (1504 ) originally before transported to Rabaul in late 1942, and were
used as forced laborers to serve the Japanese in New Britain and surrounding
islands. Actually, they were originally combined by two portions of prisoners of
war: 1000 of them were taken from Nanking ( Nanjing) camp, the other 504
soldiers were from Zhejiang province.

These 1000 prisoners of war from Nanking were composed by different
Chinese troops according to places and periods when they were captured by the
Japanese. (1) Soldiers from the “Lost Battalion” (PUfTHK%E) of the crack 88th
Division who defended four bank’s warehouse in Shanghai in November 1937 seem
the most significant. Originally, 57 of these POWs were brought to Rabaul, but only

(D Hank Nelson, “The Return to Rabaul 1945, The Journal of Pacific History, Vol.30, No.2,
1995, p. 132.

@ “Chinese ‘Lost Army’ Found”, The Daily News (Perth), September 18, 1945, p.7. Men of
Lost Army at Rabaul, News ( Adelaide), September 20, 1945, p. 8.
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36 of them survived when the Australians found them in September 1945. Since
Shanghai was fallen into the Japanese hand in the fall of 1937, they were taken as
prisoners of war. In other words, these men liberated in Rabaul had been interned
nearly eight years”. (2) Soldiers from the so-called Loyal Army for National
Salvation (. X HKEZ) under command of General Dai Li (#{%F). This
special troop had plenty of affiliated guerilla forces fighting in Anhui, Jiangsu
and Zhejiang provinces, including suburbs surrounding Shanghai,
particularly conducting sabotages to the Japanese. Most of them were captured
in 1941 and 1942 during village sweeping activities launched by the Japanese
forces. The original figures of this group brought to Rabaul was unknown, but
over 100 of them survived. (3) Men from Ist war zone in North China who
were soldiers of 9", 14", 15" and 27" Armies, the main body of the
nationalist forces in Shanxi and Henan provinces under command of General
Wei Lihuang ( D37 #2). They were captured after fierce fighting to the
Japanese during Zhongtiao Mountains Campaign in May 1941. They were
interned in Nanking camp of prisoners of war before shipping to New Britain
Island in late 1942. The figure of their survivors was similar to those originally
from Loyal Army for National Salvation. (4) A small group was composed of
soldiers from New 4" Army under command of the Chinese Communist
Party. Considering its theatres of war mostly covering the above three provinces
similar to the Loyal Army of National Salvation, it is not surprised that some
of soldiers from New 4™ Army were captured by the Japanese during different
battles. Eight of them survived in Rabaul. (5) Soldiers of new 30" Division
affiliated to 88" Army. This division participated in early stage of battles of
Zhejiang-Jiangxi Campaign launched by the Japanese in May 1942. The

captured soldiers were soon transformed to Nanking prisoners of war

@ Pei-ping Hsieh (ed. ), Repatriated Overseas Chinese after World War Il . A Documentary
Collection Vol. I ; Australia, Soviet, Rumania, and Czechoslovakia, Taipei; Academia
Historica, 2007, p.52. “Chinese Soldiers Prisoners for Eight Years”, Daily Advertiser ( Wagga
Wagga) , September 20, 1945, p. 2.
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camp. Around 50 of them survived in Rabaul finally. (6) Others were mostly
guerilla forces and militia units affiliated to the above mentioned Anhui, Jiangsu
and Zhejiang provincial governments and headquarters of 3" and 5" war
zones. Most of them were captured during the Japanese anti-guerilla sweep in
19420,

Other portion of 504 Chinese prisoners of war came from Zhejiang
province, all of them were soldiers of 86" Army who fought the Japanese in
Quzhou in late May and early June 1942 during Zhejiang-Jiangxi
campaign. They were captured after defending Quzhou which was under siege
of the Japanese and had been attacked over 4 days. They were interned
somewhere in Zhejiang before transported to Shanghai in late December in the
same year, from Wusong port, departing two days late than their Nanking
fellows, they were shipped to Rabaul. Since concentrated on Shanghai, this
Zhejiang group had been headed by Lt Col Woo Yien ( 5%#%). Around 331 of
them were liberated by the Australian forces in Rabaul in September 19452,

At the beginning of the face-to-face meeting between the Australians and
the Japanese, the later advised that 8000 Asiatic prisoners of war in Rabaul
area as special service corps of the Japanese. According to this, when the
Australian forces liberated the remnants of 1504 Chinese servicemen prisoners,
their status whether regarded as forced laborers or prisoners of war became a
question, it required a classification as soon as possible. Fortunately, just one
week after, on 18 September, DPW&I ( Directorate of Prisoners of War and
Internees) of Army headquarters confirmed that these Chinese servicemen
were classified as recovered prisoners of war®. In fact, the Australian forces
in Rabaul seemed to understand that these Chinese troops were their Allied

comrades. They had reasons to do so as the Australian Imperial Force sent a

(D Transcripts of evidence-Court No 114-Accused Ayizawa Harumoto, Shooting of Chinese at Rabaul ,
AWM54, 1010/3/15.

@ Treatment of Chinese Prisoners of War-statements by Lt Col Woo Yien of Chinese Army-Major Chen
Kwok Leong and Chinese Civilians, 1946, AWMS54, 1010/4/153.

@ Repatriation of Chinese from Rabaul, NAA. A6059, 23/441/28.
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contingent named “Tulip Force” to China in late 1941 and early 1942, on
mission to provide technical aid and training to Chinese guerrillas in Hunan
and Jiangxi provinces operating against the Japanese?. In other words, as
Allied soldiers, they once fought together shoulder by shoulder by facing the
common enemy. The liberated Chinese soldiers seemed also sharing the same
feeling. On 17 September, when an Australian party approached a camp
containing about 70 Chinese soldiers, they stood outside the internment camp
to welcome their Allies, holding a long banner inscribed “the road to victory
was a success” , “welcome victory for friendly Australian Imperial forces!” @
The Australians were touched as they noticed that these Chinese soldiers cut
up shirts and made themselves special hats and regimental insignia so that
they would not be mistaken for Japanese. They also made Chinese national
flag hung on the camp gate to welcome their Allied comrades to identify where
they were from. The Australians had a strong impression that these Chinese
soldiers were proud and defiant, never yielded to the Japanese. They stoically
awaited the day of their release ©. Indeed, the Australians learnt that these
Chinese prisoners of war had been treated by the Japanese worse than other
Asiatic in New Britain during the past two and a half of years. Half of them
died as a result of Japanese maltreatment. Some died from ill-treatment, and
others took their own lives. The death rate of Chinese POWs in New Britain
and surrounding islands was higher as Japanese atrocities, which included
mass murder, shooting, slaughter by swords and bayonets, buries alive,
etc. ¥ Their fate could be compared with 600 English gunners who were

captured in Singapore and were also taken to Ballalae Island in 1942. All of

@ Australian Cadre in China, NAA. A816 52/302/118.

@ “Chinese Troops Among Japs on Gazelle Peninsula”, Canberra Times, September 19, 1945,
p. 1.

@  “Chinese Troops Found on New Britain”, Northern Star ( Lismore), September 19, 1945,
p- 1.

@ AWM54, 1010/3/15; Trial of War Criminals-WO Matsumoto Toratura; S/Maj Inagaki Masaku-
charged with torturing Chinese at Rabaul, 1943, Transcripts of Evidence, 1945, AWMS54,
1010/6/37.
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them died either by ill-treatment or killing, apart from 28 of them were left in
Rabaul because of sickness during their transferring from Singapore to Ballalae
Island®,

When handing over details of all POWs to the Australians, the Japanese
claimed that the captured Chinese soldiers were listed as members of a Special
Service Corps or Company to serve the Japanese imperial army and navy in
New Britain. The difference between prisoners and service corps was important
because it changed legal status. The purpose is to claim these Chinese POWs
in the service corps was subject to Japanese military law, no matter how they
were treated by the Japanese, if prisoners were supposed to be treated
according to international convention®. More sinister plot of this claim was to
change the legal status of these Chinese soldiers from prisoners into
collaborators of the Japanese. Such a claim was vociferously opposed by these
Chinese soldiers; even during Rabaul war criminal trial in 1946 they clearly
stated that the Chinese forces were not known as a special service
company®, Obviously, this Japanese plot seemed unsuccessful, the
Australians also ignored it because they knew the fact that large number of
Allied prisoners of war were taken by the Japanese to Thailand, Hainan
Island, Taiwan and Japan during the Pacific War as the forced laborers to
meet Japanese military demands. Japanese war crimes and atrocities to Allied
POWs were notorious. The Chinese soldiers were not different from the fate of
Allied POWs.

With the confirmation of these unexpected Chinese soldiers as Allied
comrades, the Australian forces in New Britain soon provided food supplies

and medical treatment to their Chinese fellows to make them rapid recovery

(D War Crimes-Ballale ( Ballalai) Island-Massacre of 400 British PW, NAA. MP742/1, 336/1/
1460. Also see: Ballale Island case-Investigations into the fate of 300 Europeans, Interrogations of
Senior Japanese Officers with a view to ascertaining the unit and its responsibility for the custody of
Europeans, AWMS54, 1010/9/65.

@ Rabaul-Report on Civilians and Prisoners of War, AWMI127, 13.

® AWMS4, 1010/3/15; and AWMS4, 1010/4/153.
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from starvation and suffered tropical diseases and malnutrition. On 26
September, these 748 Chinese soldiers were finally concentrated on their new
camps on shores of Blanche Bay and reorganised into two temporary
battalions; one was those from Nanking, and others from Zhejiang, the
commanding officer of the whole recovered Chinese POWs was Lt Col Woo
Yien. It seemed that this was a temporary arrangement before they were
repatriated to China. To show their loyalty to homeland and celebrate victory
over Japan, the recovered Chinese soldiers since then took only two week
undergoing intensive drill daily, in anticipation of a parade on October 10,
China’s National Day ceremony on their camp, which was attended by Major
General Kenneth William Eather, GOC of 11" Australian Division, whose
troops reoccupied Rabaul and liberated the Chinese.

On September 18, 1945, the Australians formally informed Chinese
Legation with this surprise finding of Chinese troops in New Britain, expecting
the Chinese government evacuated them home soon. However, response from
Chinese authorities to this discovery was much slower. In surprising such a lost
army appeared in Australia’s mandated territory, on 9 October, 1945, Ministry
of War required Chinese Legation in Australia to investigate these recovered
POWS’ identities and serviced units etc, as Chinese Army headquarters actually
didn’t have any information about the fate of their defeated troops in above
mentioned battles and campaigns®. Obviously the Australians were not satisfactory
to Chinese Legation as so far it didn’t give advice regarding evacuation of them
home over one month after providing information of these Chinese
POWSs. Australian demobilization actually began on 1 October according to the War
Cabinet’s decision earlier. Even during liberating Allied POWs in New Britain,

the Australian Army already required advices to evacuate the recovered POWs by

@ “Liberated Chinese Recovering Near Rabaul”, Kalgoorlie Miner ( WA ), October 9, 1945,
p. 2.
@  Pei-ping Hsieh (ed. ), Repatriated Overseas Chinese afier World War Il A Documentary Collection

Vol. II. Australia, Soviet, Rumania, and Czechoslovakia, Taipei: Academia Historica, 2007, p.2.
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their nations. Accordingly, all of their rescue efforts of food supplies and medical
treatment to POWs were temporary actions. The first stage of demobilization might
affect Australian 11" Division. They expected all POWs were repatriated back to
their home countries before this Division was withdrawn to Australia.

At the same time, the recovered Chinese POWs seemed that they could
not just wait and eagerly expected to be repatriated to China, particularly
when they saw that Indian, Indonesian and Malayan POWs were
communicating with their home country authorities and preparing for
repatriation, but they didn’t have any instructions from Chinese Legation in
Canberra. Perhaps based on either strong demands of Chinese soldiers or
encouragement of Australian troops, Lt Col Woo Yien was arranged by
Australian Army to fly from Rabaul to Sydney on 19 October, with purpose of
reporting to both Chinese Legation and Australian Army headquarters about
situation of recovered Chinese POWs and seeking advices for their early
repatriation. With assistance of DPW&I, Woo Yien travelled to Canberra and
met with a Chinese Legation representative to discuss every important matter
relating to Chinese troops in Rabaul. The result of this meeting was a long
cable to Chungking ( Chongqing). Both Chinese Legation and POWs in
Rabaul then awaited advices what steps have been taken to repatriate these
soldiers to China. The Chinese Minister to Australian did not have authority to
discuss repatriation matter with the Australian Government before receiving
directions from Chungking®. It seems that details of Chinese POWs reached to
Ministry of War and Army headquarters. Woo Yien and his fellows expected to
return China soon.

As one of Big Five in Allies, China was supposed to be able to provide
transportation to evacuate her fellows back home, because property of the

Japanese Imperial Navy’s China Fleet was theoretically taken by Chinese

@ Pei-ping Hsieh (ed. ), Repatriated Overseas Chinese after World War I . A Documentary
Collection Vol. Il ; Australia, Soviet, Rumania, and Czechoslovakia , Taipei; Academia

Historica, 2007, pp.4-5. NAA: NAA:. A6059, 23/441/28.
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Government in September after Japanese surrender. Ironically, these ships
were either worn out or small volume of tonnage which were unable to voyage
in the ocean. More importantly, all ships of Chinese Navy were destroyed or
sunk by the Japanese during the war. In other words, Chinese Government
was unable to provide any her own ships to evacuate her fellows at that
time®, Ministry of War finally advised Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 24
November to request British Pacific Fleet to provide shipping for movement of
Chinese soldiers to China. Captain Wang Chikuang ( E#0t), naval attaché
of Chinese Legation, actually discussed with Australian Army regarding the
repatriation of Chinese POWs in early November, but the Australians stated
no available shipping as Australian servicemen were also waiting for large
number of ships to repatriate them home urgently according to the plan of
demobilisation. The suggestion to seek help of British Pacific Fleet was
originally from the Australians.

British Pacific Fleet rejected the above request on 8 December on
the pretext of New Britain being under control of General MacArthur. In
whole month of December , British authorities in India and Malay and
Government of Netherlands FEast Indies were busy to move Indians,
Indonesians and Malayans, including servicemen and civilians or forced
laborers, from New Britain to deferent destinations of above lands. But in the
same time, there was no any signal for repatriating Chinese home. Morale
among these personnel was already low. Conflicts, even riots, were run
among different groups of soldiers, between servicemen and civilians by
political differences and depressions, etc. ® With the fear of the whole
Chinese troops losing control in such a bad situation, Lt Col Woo Yien
reported to both Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of War by a cable on

Christmas eve and indicated that all of these service personnel and civilians

@ Guo Liang, “The Glorious Evidence; Postwar Chinese Navy Took over Japanese Surrendered and
Compensated Warships”, Modern Weaponry, Vol.7, 2013.
@ “Near Civil War in Rabaul”, News, Nov. 12, 1945, p.4.
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desired to be repatriated as soon as possible. U In response to this appeal, in
early January 1946, Ministry of War turned to General Headquarters for the
Allied Powers in Tokyo for assistance according to British Pacific Fleet’s
suggestion. The hope was broken up on 1 February, Tokyo replied: “New
Britain is mandate of Australia. Military control is exercised by Australian
military forces. Repatriation of Chinese from New Britain is a matter to be
arranged between Chinese Government and Australian Government. No action
is being taken here. @ It meant that Chinese Legation had to deal with
Australian authorities again for repatriation of Chinese from Rabaul, including
recovered prisoners of war and civilian laborers.

Dr. K. C. Cheng ( X JfE #£ ), Chinese Minister to Australia, then
negotiated with Australia’s Department of External Affairs ( DEA). After
several meetings and discussions, the Australians admitted in principle to
provide a vessel to carry on this repatriation in late March. It indicated that the
Australians had obviously realised repatriation was an inevitable responsibility
for Australian Government, as Australian Army also recommended that
representation be made to repatriate Chinese service and civilian persons
soonest especially some Chinese have been POWs for nine years, Army
pushed DEA to take urgent action for this matter®. However, DEA still had an
off chance that the Americans could help. During this time, UNRRA (The United
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration) was involved in this matter as
the Chinese Government had approached UNRRA with the view of effecting early
repatriation of civilians. On 14 March, UNRRA cabled Australian government and

stated that it was able to assist repatriation of both Chinese service personnel and

@ Pei-ping Hsieh (ed. ), Repatriated Overseas Chinese after World War 1l . A Documentary
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civilians as all necessary arrangements ready for completion by UNRRA and
AFWESPAC (U.S. Army Forces, Western Pacific ). It was necessary for
Australian Government to formally request transportation assistance from AFPAC
(Australian Liaison Section Army Forces Pacific) through Supreme Command
Allied Powers (SCAP). In the coming months, the Australians informed Chinese
Legation accordingly and both Chinese and Australian representatives in Tokyo
worked together to lobby SCAP. However, on 17 June, they received a
disappointing reply:

“It is regretied that General Headquarters, Supreme Commander for the
Allied Powers, is not in position to be of direct assistance in this matter as the
question of the assignment of shipping for this purpose in one which lies
without its purview to determine. If neither China nor Australia processes the
necessary shipping and if it is desired to obtain shipping from the United
States, the problem might be taken up with United State Government through
diplomatic channels. ”®

All hopes were destroyed. Now it was again a matter between Australian
and Chinese governments. Army regarded evacuation of Chinese troops on
highest level. The worse situation of Chinese in Rabaul further pushed the
Australians to locate a ship for them. On 5 May, Lt Col Woo Yien cabled
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, reporting that 5% of soldiers had depression
which was nearly out of control. He urged to provide vessel for transporting
these service personnel back to China. Major Lee Waisin ( ZE4f] ), from
Loyal Army for National Salvation, in letters written in early 1946 also
reported to his superior General Guo Luzhou (ZRJEN) about lower morale
and fierce conflict among servicemen, and requested to rapidly evacuate
them. Lt Zhu Yun (&£ 2) of the “Lost Battalion” also wrote letters in May to

General Sun Yuanliang ( ) JC K ), his former Division Commander,

@ Pei-ping Hsieh (ed. ), Repatriated Overseas Chinese after World War Il; A Documentary Collection
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described the difficulties of him and his follows surviving for nearly nine years
as captives, and cried for earlier repatriation. All of these formed a force to
push Chinese Legation further negotiating with Australian authorities to
relocate an available vessel. More importantly, Yoizuki Affair occurred in

Rabaul in March 1946. The affair was related to a so-called “Japanese ‘hell

ship’”, which was described as a grave responsibility upon the Federal Labor

Government for the sending of an overcrowded Japanese destroyer with
prisoners of war and internees from Sydney to Japan, was made in early
March by the Anti-Labor Press under very suspicious and degrading
circumstances. The matter calmed down two weeks after, as the Japanese
hospital ship Hikawa Maru sailed on 14 March for Taiwan from Rabaul with
350 Formosan men, women and children taken off the overcrowded Japanese
destroyer Yoizuki at General MacArthur’s request. © The affair might have
caused some troubles for Federal Labor Government, but both Chinese service
personnel and civilians in Rabaul were badly upset by the reality of its
processing. At the same time, the Australian government just agreed to
provide transportation to ship Chinese back to China, however, while these
Chinese men saw ships arrived in Rabaul, not embarking them but taking
Japanese, Formosans and even Koreans home. Also, General MacArthur
rejected to provide any vessel to ship these Allied prisoners of war to China,
but enabled to send hospital ship to the same place-Rabaul, repatriating only
350 Formosans home. Chinese personnel and civilians seemed to be completely
ignored. A strongly unfair feeling simmered among all Chinese, as they
seemed to be the forgotten men of Rabaul. According to Australian press, all
the Indonesian, Malay, and Indian prisoners of war liberated at Rabaul by
the Australians had gone home and the Japs were getting away at the rate of
20000 a month, but the Chinese were still there. As a comment on such a
repatriation delay by Mr James Ferguson, Senior YMCA officer and chaplain
and interpreter to the Chinese forces in Rabaul in May 1946, “The keen

@O “Report on Yoizuki”, The Advertiser, March 14, 1946, p.4.
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disappointment of the Chinese has been largely overcome by their
inexhaustible patience, but their great anxiety is due to the very few replies
received in answer to the hundreds of letters sent to China during the past
seven months. Letters that have arrived here have brought such sad and
discouraged news that the survivors of this tragic force are more anxious than
ever to return home. ”® This was another force to drive the Australians to
concentrate on solving this matter. To cope with the situation of Chinese army
and civilian personnel anxious return home, the Australian Army acted more
initiatively than DEA officials in May, during which the action had been
already taken by a branch to obtain shipping for the return of these personnel ,
they preferred repatriation from Rabaul be effected as early as is possible and
at least before 30 June 19462,

In early July, through a close communication with Shipping Control
Board, Army obtained information that there would be a ship coming to
Rabaul, then sailing to Hong Kong. The Australians in early August had
confirmed that the ship named “Reynella” should leave Sydney for Rabaul
probably two weeks after, apart from loading approx 6000 tons UNRRA cargo
it could also take approx 1200 Chinese to Hong Kong. Dr K. C. Cheng
immediately reported to Ministry of Foreign Affairs with this good news on 10
August®. It seemed that all Chinese service personnel even plus half of
civilians should return home soon.

During negotiating and searching shipment, Chinese authorities had put
service personnel as first priority of repatriation. Currently at Rabaul, latest
figures of the Chinese were 762 servicemen (Lt Col 1, Majs 3, Capts 11,
Lts 54, and other ranks 293 ) and 816 civilians. The desirable scenario of

repatriation was to embark all of these 1600 Chinese on one single ship to

O “Japs Gone Home but Chinese Must Wait”, The Mail ( Adelaide), April 6, 1946, p.6.
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China, either Hong Kong or other destinations of mainland. However,
according to current capacity of Reynella for approx 1200 people, an issue
raised; whether service personnel or civilians were first priority of
repatriation? Army and DEA discussed several times by consulting opinions
from local military district. Finally, by the end of August, the
recommendation from 8" Military District which was committed to garrison the
territory of New Guinea was accepted by Army; first priority for repatriation
gave to civilians. This recommendation was based on the following
reasons. Firstly, these civilians were a constant source of trouble in Rabaul on
account of indiscipline and tendency to commit civil offence from petty thefts
to robbery with violence. Secondly, their behaviour and indiscipline had
necessitated segregation and confinement to camp in an isolated area under
guard. Furthermore, although service personnel contained differing factions,
and in many cases their officers appeared to be weak, they were well
disciplined and cooperative, due to strict disciplinary control by Lt Col Woo
Yien, senior Chinese officer in the area. According to this, arrangements
were made for 1114 personnel to be embarked on Reynella, 814 civilians and
300 service personnel (2 Majors, 5 Captains, 27 Lieutenants, and 266
other ranks) separately. Army also agreed to supply a guard of 30 AMF
(' Australian Military Forces) personnel for voyage from Rabaul to China as
requested by Master of Reynella. Previously, Army would consider Chinese
service personnel was made responsible for discipline among the civilians and
themselves during the voyage, but the civilians would require an AMF ship’s
guard irrespective of whether Chinese service personnel were embarked or
otherwise. Therefore, unless all Chinese civilians were moved in one
shipment, the necessity of a further guard for a second shipment would
arise. Army’s decision seemed to be desired to avoid further burden for the
Australians.

On 29 August, Governor of Hong Kong rejected Chinese service personnel’s
disembarkation in Hong Kong as they would give rise to serious difficulties there,

particularly in regard to the service personnel unless direct transshipment to the
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interior has been arranged. Two weeks later, Army decided the route of Reynella
changed, it would proceed to Shanghai®. In fact, Dr K. C. Cheng already
reached an agreement with Master of Reynella in late August during his
inspection to this ship in Sydney, after negotiation between two parties, in
which Reynella would sail to Shanghai, as most of Chinese service personnel
originally came from northern and eastern China. More importantly, even the
voyage from Hong Kong to Shanghai would take extra days, Reynella
promised remaining passage fares no change with kindness®.

On 15 September, after learnt Army’s plan for repatriation of Chinese
civilians as first priority, Dr K. C. Cheng sent telegram to Minister for
External Affairs to urge continuing to carry on original plan for repatriation of
Chinese service personnel as first priority, because all of previous
arrangements were made for this purpose accordingly. It seemed that the
Australians accepted this advice, as Army even indicated on 30 September
Reynella accommodation available for all Chinese personnel and
civilians. Army’s change of repatriation plan was based on a worse situation
occurred in Chinese civilian camp in Rabaul, particularly camp captain Lo
and his brother were murdered on 8 September between gang conflicts. The
authorities had great concern of local circumstance warrant if these civilians
who were regarded as trouble source still remained in Rabaul®. However, in
the coming month, after further inspection of Reynella and consultation on
shipping safety certificate to confirming its personnel carrying capacity limit
1236, Army finally realized that embarking all Chinese in Reynella was
impossible. Especially, none of Australian authorities wanted this repatriation
leading to another incident like Yoizuki Affair which broke out in early this

year at the same place. To minimize the effect of this trouble source to local

O NAA: A6059, 23/441/28.

@ Pei-ping Hsieh (ed. ), Repatriated Overseas Chinese afier World War Il. A Documentary Collection
Vol. Il; Australia, Soviet, Rumania, and Czechoslovakia, Taipei: Academia Historica, 2007,
p- 63.

@ Repatriation of Chinese from the Territory of Papua and New Guinea, NAA:. A518, MX112/1.



A Forgotten Chinese Army 161

community and security, both military and local civil authorities would like to
repatriate these Chinese civilians as soon as possible. By late October, Army
and DEA then turned to their previous plan to put all civilians in the first
repatriation ship. Considering the reality of Chinese civilians and concerns of
the Australians, particularly considerable local Chinese population in
Rabaul, Chinese Legation in Canberra finally in November had to agree with
the plan of civilian priority for repatriation with 1141 Chinese personnel were
confirmed to be embarked on the ship. As all Chinese civilians were
Cantonese, disembarking them in Hong Kong would be more convenient to
access to Canton ( Guangzhou) and less costing. Both Chinese and Australian
authorities, with assistance of UNRRA, finally reached an agreement with
Hong Kong to allow Reynella disembar these civilians there, then take all
embarked Chinese service personnel to Shanghai®.

Previously, Reynella scheduled to depart from Sydney to Rabaul in late
August. However, this schedule was delayed by wharfies strike for about four
weeks. It left Sydney in early October. After stopping at Port Moresby of Papua
and Lae of New Guinea separately, it arrived in Rabaul on 1 November. The
vessel was again delayed until mid-December as frequently rescheduling its
departure date several times, either uploading extra 2050 tons UNRRA cargo
as requested or solving a unpredicted engine trouble of the ship which took
about three weeks for repairs, even a tragic incident caused a Chinese soldier
shot and killed by allied forces during disturbance at Rabaul on 23
November?. On 21 December 1946, Reynella finally sailed to Hong Kong
then transferred to Shanghai with 1141 Chinese embarked on the ship,
including 802 civilians and 339 service personnel. The ship entered port of
Hong Kong on 2 January 1947, and arrived at Shanghai 7 days later.

The figure of service personnel in the first repatriation was slightly

@ NAA: A6059, 23/441/28.
@ Enquiry re Incident at Rabaul-Death of Chinese Soldier and Wounding of Another, NAA.
MP7421, 85/1/941.
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different from original arrangement. They were composed of 11 officers ( Capt 1
and Lts 10) and 328 other ranks. Their destinations were: Zhejiang 70,
Henan 31, Sichuan 23, Hebei 6, Gansu 3, Guizhou 2, Shanxi 10, Fujian
31, Anhui 10, Jiangxi 36, Jiangsu 12, Shuntian ( Beijing) 2, Shandong
9, Guangdong 8, Hubei 25, Hunan 56, and Guangxi 5. According to an
approval from Directorate of Shipping made in late October, Lt Col Woo Yien
left Rabaul just before Reynella sailed to China. After departure of Reynella,
about 420 Chinese service personnel remained in Rabaul waiting for next run
of repatriation.

Early in November 1946 when the plan of civilian priority repatriation
was confirmed, Chinese Minister had realized the morale of the remained
service personnel would be lower onceReynella left but they had to wait. On 27
November, he immediately set up a meeting with Senator W. P. Ashley,
Minister of State for Supply and Shipping, urging him in his way to expedite
the allocation of shipping to transport the remaining Chinese service personnel
from Rabaul to Shanghai. In fact, Australian Government shared Dr. Cheng’s
feeling, and also wanted to send these Chinese service personnel back China
soon. Senator Ashley had a positive reply to Chinese Minister’s request,
expressing that his department would maintain a collaborative relationship with
Department of the Army to ensure an adequate programming of the tonnage
available for the various needs to be served by shipping north of Australia,
and he then gave instructions to Director of Shipping to examine every
possibility of meeting the need of Chinese repatriation and watch closely for
every opportunity to bring use of vessels which might come into position. In
other words, the sooner the better, because the Australians needed not only
to supply rations but also to provide medical treatment and pocket money to
the Chinese during their remaining period although the Chinese Government
would pay the debts that the Australians made for; more importantly
Australian demobilization would end in July next year and 8" Military District
would also be abolished, discipline and control of these Chinese service

personnel, including public community security, would become a heavy
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burden for local civil and military authorities.

Before Reynella sailed to Shanghai, Directorate of Shipping,
conjunction with Army, already made contacts with a number of shipping
companies intending to relocate a vessel shipping north of Australia,
particularly to Japan or Hong Kong. Even in March 1947 when noted that
Reynella after returned from China should call Rabaul soon to load general
cargo, Army intended to make this vessel available for repatriation of Chinese
personnel. However, Reynella was not available for this purpose as it was
scheduled to sail to other ports of Australia. Therefore, allocation of other
suitable vessels was being pursued. All of these efforts were unsuccessful until
early May. Army allocated the vessel “River Norman” which was undergoing
repairs in Sydney, the estimated completion of its repairs was in early
June. According its schedule, River Norman would load general cargo from
Sydney for discharge at Melbourne; after completion of this task, it would
load cargo for discharge at Hong Kong. It made the vessel be able to proceed to
Rabaul taking on board the remaining Chinese personnel awaiting repatriation,
and was expected to sail from Rabaul in early August®. The reason for
departing in this time was based on the fact that River Norman was a cargo
ship. The vessel contained capacity for the carriage of 450 persons in the after
‘tween decks’. On completion of loading cargo at Melbourne, the tween decks
would be thoroughly cleaned up and covered with heavy steel craft on which
pallets etc would be laid. It also had not sufficient gallery accommodation for
the maintenance of these passengers would be necessary to place on board a
big cooker and erect or supply latrines and dining tables. Erection of above
equipments required a certain times for completion.

Dr. Cheng’s premonition to these remaining Chinese personnel came to
truth. Soon after the departure of Reynella, remaining Chinese troops lost
control, as Maj Chen Kokleung ( BiE#2), Commanding Officer of these

soldiers, was important cope with the situation, because he held no

@ NAA: A6059, 23/441/28.
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delegation Chinese Central Government to command. These service personnel
were divided into factions-communist and nationalist, frequently fighting was
occurring among them, for some times they had been causing trouble within
and outside their camp®. Also, some friction occurred between Chinese and
Australian soldiers in Rabaul, because few interpreters with the Army were
poor and misunderstandings were often liable to occur. From Australians’ point
of view, particularly from H. C. Newman, Assistant Secretary of Defence
Division of Department of the Treasury, the Chinese Government was showing
little anxiety of their welfare and repatriation®. Under constant pressure from
the Chinese Legation on account of the rise of a serious incident occurring,
Army suggested to Chinese Military Attaché to issue written authority
appointing Maj Chen Kokleung as Commander all Chinese personnel in Rabaul
to restore order in March. After Lt P. C. Lin’s inspection to general condition
and feelings of recovered Chinese soldiers in Rabaul in April who was posted
by Chinese Military Attaché, Army accepted Lt Lin’s suggestion to solve the
misunderstanding  between  Chinese and  Australians arisen  from
incommunicability of language. Accordingly, at least one conference was held
each week between Lt Park ( Australian Army Liaison Officer) and Maj Chen,
and two interpreters were employed in each conference, one acting as
interpreter, the other as censor. Any complaint and petition other Chinese
officers wish to make must first be reported to Maj Chen, who in turn
discussed with Lt Park. In this way, mutual understanding was established
and the friction was dissolved. In addition, the Australians also increased the
quantity of meat and vegetable in their meals to Chinese soldiers, reissued
them a complete outfit of summer uniforms, replaced or repaired the leaking
canvas tents, and provided small amount of pay to both officers and other

ranks®. In doing so, the situation of restless among recovered Chinese

(D Members of the Chinese Army Forces-Rabaul Area, NAA. A549, 88/600/7.
@ NAA. A6059, 23/441/28.
@ Payment to Chinese Army, NAA. MP742/1, 247/1/1534.
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soldiers was under control. Most importantly, River Norman was relocated in
May, the Chinese personnel were concentrating preparation for repatriation to
China soon.

To ensure all Chinese personnel could be embarked on ship, Army also
sent CaptRalph Newton McCann as a medical officer and Sgt N. W. Tampling
as a medical orderly to perform duties to the patients during voyage, for which
Army arrange to create a sick bay on River Norman to accommodate nine
Chinese personnel suffering from TB. As embarked Chinese personnel were
mostly recovered soldiers, no guard was necessary for this repatriation. Also,
to fully acquaint with the details of matters relating to Chinese personnel since
their recovery from the Japanese, Army appointed Maj A. G. Turner to
accompany the vessel as safe conduct officer.

The original arrangement of agreement reached by Chinese Government
with the Australian Government was that Chinese personnel would be
repatriated to Shanghai. With considerable reluctance with the reason of River
Norman unable to sail to Shanghai and as a concession to the Commonwealth
Government the Chinese Government had to agree to the repatriation to
Canton. Unless the difficulties were absolutely insuperable the Chinese
Government was most anxious that repatriation should be to Canton. However,
this destination was finally rejected in mid-July. Firstly, the U. K. Food
Control , whom the Australians persuaded to give answers the cargo of flour for
Hong Kong which was the basic loading of the voyage, had strongly objected
for the deviation. Secondly, River Norman could not enter the port of Canton,
as her draft would be too great and it was a bar port with a limited depth of
water and therefore could only lie outside the entrance and disembark
personnel on to barges or other small craft. Thirdly, there might be
complications either with the Chinese maritime authorities or later the Hong
Kong Government through any special regulations under which the vessel could
coke by calling off Canton. As a result, Hong Kong was the destination of
repatriation. Similar to the repatriation last year, Hong Kong Government

rejected Chinese soldiers to disembark on the land, stating that it should not



166 KIEBEAR (BUE)

be asked to undertake the responsibility for the reception and transfer of so
large a party of Chinese soldiers. Although such a move might go through
without difficulty, there was the possibility of complications and the
possibility that the soldiers might have to be retained in Hong Kong for some
days. To avoid the above difficulties, alternatively, in the end of July just
before River Norman sailing from Rabaul, Chinese Legation urged to arrange
for a suitable small vessel to transfer Chinese soldiers from River Norman
direct to Canton®. There were no answer from Hong Kong authorities even
when River Norman departed from Rabaul on 2 August. Finally, on 4 August
during the voyage of River Norman, Governor of Hong Kong reluctantly
agreed  disembarkation of  Chinese troops on the land with
conditions. According to his requests, firstly the vessel must provide ample
notice of exact time of arrival, secondly troops were unarmed when
disembarked, and thirdly Chinese Government must be responsible for making
arrangements with local authorities and supervising transshipment. From which
Governor of Hong Kong agreed Chinese troops repatriated Hong Kong land
proceeding Canton by train®.

Finally, River Norman with embarkation of 418 Chinese personnel
(including 49 officers and 377 other ranks, plus 2 civilians) arrived at
Victoria Habour of Hong Kong. They immediately moved to Kowloon train
station to transfer to Canton at the same day. ® Their destinations were as
follows: Jiangsu 176, Zhejiang 56, Anhui 33, Jiangxi 19, Hunan 25,
Hubei 9, Fujian 7, Guizhou 4, Sichuan 24, Guangdong 6, Guangxi 6,
Shangdong 14, Henan 23, Hebei 9, Shaanxi 3, Shanxi 2, and Gansu 1. @

As prisoners of war, the Chinese troops were in the hands of the

(D Inquiries into Japanese Atrocities and Repatriation of Chinese from Rabaul, NAA. A571, 1945/
3780.

@ NAA. A518, MXII2-1.

@ Territory of Papua New Guinea-Relations with China-Chinese in Territory, NAA. A1838, 309/
2/1.

@ NAA: A6059, 23/441/28.
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Japanese for a considerable period before shipped to New Britain as forced
laborers in late 1942, they had been in Rabaul nearly two years since their
liberation in September 1945. After the disembarkation of them in Hong Kong
on 12 August 1947, it indicated that their repatriation had been completed
through the efforts of both the Chinese and Australian Governments. During the
period of their recovery in Rabaul and repatriation, the Australians took care
of both Chinese service personnel and civilians with rationing, clothing,
medical treatment and other facilities as the Chinese government would meet
these costs. In the first four weeks of liberating the recovered Chinese prisoners
of war, the Australian Army contributed to meet all costs. The Chinese
Government paid the Australian Army’s debit withf 9848.4. 1, to cover costs
of rationing Chinese soldiers in the period between 7 October 1945 and 15
March 1946. The rest cost with amount of£ 62401. 0. 9 generated since then
till the last repatriation of Chinese personnel in August 1947 owing by China

was finally recovered by the Australian Government in 19617,

@ NAA: A6059, 23/441/28.
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